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As Australia enforces world-first social media ban, young people feel alienated
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As Australia enforces world-first social media ban, young people feel alienated
(REE—

Associated Press
MELBOURNE

Riley Allen, a 15-year-old
schoolboy living on an Out-
back sheep ranch, doesn’t
know how he’ll keep in
touch with his circle of far-
flung friends once Austra-
lia’s world-first social me-
dia ban takes effect on
Wednesday.

His family lives 5 kilo-
metres from Wudinna, a
community of just over
1,000 in South Australia.
But some of his school
friends live as far as 70 kilo-
metres away.

“I don’t think the im-
pact will be very positive
for us. We don’t have a lot
out here to get in contact
with each other,” Riley
said.

“I’m not sure how we’re
going to keep in touch over
the holidays with each oth-
er,” he said, referring to the
summer break that starts
on Thursday.

Riley and others youn-
ger than 16 will be banned
by law from holding ac-
counts with Facebook, In-
stagram, Kick, Reddit,
Snapchat, Threads, Tik-
Tok, X, YouTube and
Twitch. The platforms face
fines of up to 49.5 million
Australian dollars ($32.9
million) if they fail to take
reasonable steps to remove
the accounts.

Meta, which owns Face-
book, Instagram and
Threads, was the first tech
giant to react, beginning to
exclude suspected young
children from last week.

Riley holds accounts
with most of the age-res-
tricted platforms and had
been asked by some to ver-
ify that he is at least 16. Ri-
ley’s schoolteacher moth-
er, Sonia Allen, said she
wouldn’t help her son get
around the ban, but sus-
pects other parents will.

“I wouldn't. I do know
there are other people that
would. If the rule is there,
the rule is there. But I
know what kids are like,
and I've been a kid before,
and they’re going to get
around it if they can,” she
said.

Teenagers rebel

Noah Jones, a schoolboy
from Sydney, Australia’'s
largest city, is one of two
15-year-old plaintiffs in a

People at Brisbane, Australia use their mobile phones as a new law
banning social media for users under-16 comes into effect. REUTERS

constitutional challenge to
the law in the High Court.
The other in the case
brought by the Sydney-
based rights group Digital
Freedom Project is school-
girl Macy Neyland.

They claim the law im-

properly robs 2.6 million
young Australians of a
right to freedom of politi-
cal communication im-
plied in  Australia’s
constitution.

The Australian govern-
ment is committed to de-

feating the challenge on
behalf of what they say is
an overwhelming majority
of parents who demand go-
vernment action against
social media harms.

Many restricted chil-
dren have told media they
welcome their exclusion
from platforms with design
features that encourage
them to spend more time
on screens while also serv-
ing up content that can
harm their health and well-
being.

The parents’ group
Heaps Up Alliance, which
lobbied for the social me-
dia age restriction, backs
the theory behind the
blanket ban that “when
everybody misses out, no-
body misses out.”

Before Parliament

passed the ban last year,
more than 140 Australian
and international academ-
ics with expertise in fields
related to technology and
child welfare signed an
open letter to Prime Minis-
ter Anthony Albanese op-
posing a social media age
limit as “too blunt an in-
strument to address risks
effectively.”

Noah said the ban
would lead to young Aus-
tralians swapping from
age-restricted platforms to
more dangerous, less regu-
lated options. “I'm against
this social media ban be-
cause as young Austra-
lians, we’ll be completely
silenced and cut off from
our country and the rest of
the world,” Noah said.
“We've just grown up with

this our entire lives, and
now it’s just being taken
away from us all of a sud-
den”

Digital Freedom Project
president John Ruddick,
who is also a State lawmak-
er, expected children
would get around the ban
by means including using
virtual private networks to
make them appear to be
offshore. “They’re going to
get around it so they're
then going to be on an un-
derground social media
and, to make it worse,
without parental
supervision.”

“It's much better for it to
be out in the open and for
parents to play a very, very
active role ... in monitoring
what they’re doing on so-
cial media,” he added.

As Australia enforces world-first social media ban, young people feel alienated
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¢ Riley Allen, a 15-year-old schoolboy living on an Outback sheep ranch, doesn’'t know how

he’ll keep in touch with his circle of far-flung friends once Australia’s world-first social media
ban takes effect on Wednesday.
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e His family lives 5 kilometres from Wudinna, a community of just over 1,000 in South
Australia.
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e But some of his school friends live as far as 70 kilometres away.
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o “l don’t think the impact will be very positive for us. We don’t have a lot out here to getin

contact with each other,” Riley said.
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¢ “I'm not sure how we’re going to keep in touch over the holidays with each other,” he said,
referring to the summer break that starts on Thursday.
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¢ Riley and others younger than 16 will be banned by law from holding accounts with

Facebook, Instagram, Kick, Reddit, Snapchat, Threads, TikTok, X, YouTube and Twitch.
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Riley 3R 3T AT S 16 9 Bl % 8% DI gRT Facebook, Instagram, Kick, Reddit,
Snapchat, Threads, TikTok, X, YouTube 3R Twitch TR 3fT3c 3@+ ¥ fasfid far
ST

e The platforms face fines of up to 49.5 million Australian dollars ($32.9 million) if they fail to
take reasonable steps to remove the accounts.
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e Meta, which owns Facebook, Instagram and Threads, was the first tech giant to react,
beginning to exclude suspected young children from last week.
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¢ Riley holds accounts with most of the age-restricted platforms and had been asked by
some to verify that he is at least 16.

Riley % U {fT2T age-restricted platforms & 3®T3C & 3R $3 7 IT Y F=A & forg
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¢ Riley’s schoolteacher mother, Sonia Allen, said she wouldn’t help her son get around the
ban, but suspects other parents will.
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o “l wouldn’t. I do know there are other people that would. If the rule is there, the rule is there.

But | know what kids are like, and I've been a kid before, and they’re going to get around it if
they can,” she said.
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Teenagers rebel

e Noah Jones, a schoolboy from Sydney, Australia’s largest city, is one of two 15-year-old
plaintiffs in a constitutional challenge to the law in the High Court.

Noah Jones, Sydney, 3R & Yad &S @R &1 UH ST, 15 IHG gt a1t § F T & S
P & fIATP High Court H J3uTe TId ¢ 38 ¢

e The other in the case brought by the Sydney-based rights group Digital Freedom Project
is schoolgirl Macy Neyland.

B3 A ff, Sydney-based rights group Digital Freedom Project GIRT <l T1T g IR G|
STAT Macy Neyland gl

e They claim the law impacts their entire lives, and now it’s just being taken away from them all
of a'sudden.

J ST IR § [ I 39 P Sia DI THIAd Il 5, 3R 3d U 3EHD ol 34 S forl
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o Digital Freedom Project president John Ruddick, who is also a State lawmaker, expected
children would get around the ban by means including using virtual private networks to
make them appear to be offshore.

Digital Freedom Project & 3{#& John Ruddick, Sl U@ State lawmaker *ft §, 7 30
AT o S OTed] BT UR & o, FoRH virtual private networks @1 SUTNT @%b 36
SHTHRIR T wnfie g1

o “They’re going to get around it so they’re then going to be on an underground social media
and, to make it worse, without parental supervision.”
“d 3H UR & ¥, JURN I SISTAES Wil HFSA W 51T 1R, 38 3R ¥R a4 & g, fem
ATdT-forar Bt AR &5 17

e “It's much better for it to be out in the open and for parents to play a very, very active role ...
in monitoring what they’re doing on social media,” he added. _
g SER & fob Tg gt A Bl 3R AT Ueb g, Sg Afchd f¥vep1 v ... gg e b g
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The ban passed last year, more than 140 Australian and international academics with
expertise in fields related to technology and child welfare signed an open letter to Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese opposing a social media age limit as “too blunt an instrument to
address risks effectively.”

ureict fUee ol uIkd g8, SiidaR 140 SReforTs 3R SRIgH sraraftat 1, ford Uy
dbeilep 3R ST Hedru b & § FLuTa ], TTEER Anthony Albanese & U el U
geaieid foran, forgd A Hifear 34 gt o1 faiy fasan a1 fos ag “onRaT &l gHId ¢ 8
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Noah said the ban would lead to young Australians swapping from age-restricted platforms
to more dangerous, less regulated options.

Noah 3 bel & uredt & BRI gdl Giﬁiﬁ“l'qé age-restricted platforms T 3fs [GdATh, hH
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“I’'m against this social media ban because as young Australians, we’'ll be completely silenced
and cut off from our country and the rest of the world,” Noah said.

A 59 Areret S Ut & Raarn § i gar sifefomrs 81 & A, 88 O oke gu  faam
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The parents’ group Heaps Up Alliance, which lobbied for the social media age restriction,
backs the theory behind the blanket ban that “when everybody misses out, nobody misses
out.”

ATl & T Heaps Up Alliance, fSa- SiRra Hifsar 39 ufasy o forg drell fobar, 39
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Before Parliament properly robs 2.6 million young Australians of a right to freedom of

political communication implied in Australia’s constitution.

3> Ugd fob TG gl dklop ¥ 2.6 fufera= qdr le I freedom of political

communication & 3IHR I dferd B, ST foh s feran & dfau & Ak g1

fearing the challenge on behalf of what they say is an overwhelming majority of parents

who demand government action against social media harms.
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Many restricted children have told the media they welcome their exclusion from platforms
with design features that encourage them to spend more time on screens while also serving
up content that can harm their health and wellbeing.

%, Ufaafid ae A Hied € &8 fob 3 39 Weh ™ ¥ 307 IigwhIR &1 @RI I & o d
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The parents’ group Heaps Up Alliance, which lobbied for the social media age restriction,

backs the theory behind the blanket ban that “when everybody misses out, nobody misses
out.”

ATAI-fUdT &1 998 Heaps Up Alliance, o airar #ifsar 39 wfaey & forg el fosar, 39
blanket ban & RiGid &1 90U HR1 § [ 919 R D5 qHhdl 6, ol Bls Hf Iobdl Toil”

Before Parliament passed the ban last year, more than 140 Australian and international
academics with expertise in fields related to technology and child welfare signed an open
letter to Prime Minister Anthony Albanese opposing a social media age limit as “too blunt an
instrument to address risks effectively.”

fi@a af 51 Parliament % I8 TIE ! TIRT &1, 393 Ugd 140 1 i ifeeferams sik
eRTSia srpTeft 3, e o Wit 3R are Fearor 3 Tsifd 85 o fadwar 2,
UYEAT Anthony Albanese &1 T Gl U R gx&R b, foraqd dizra difsar 39 diar o1
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Noah said the ban would lead to young Australians swapping from age-restricted platforms
to more dangerous, less regulated options.

Noah = &gT fob TTaic! & HRUT gaTl ARSCRTS age-restricted platforms ¥ Y& WaR-H, HH
e fadmedl IR d S|

“'m against this social media ban because as young Australians, we’ll be completely silenced
and cut off from our country and the rest of the world,” Noah said.
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o “We've just grown up with this our entire lives, and now it’s just being taken away from us all
of a sudden.”
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¢ Digital Freedom Project president John Ruddick, who is also a State lawmaker, expected
children would get around the ban by means including using virtual private networks to
make them appear to be offshore.

Digital Freedom Project & 3{&& John Ruddick, Sl U@ State lawmaker *ft §, 7 30
T P I qreic) P UR PR ﬁﬁ, forg¥ virtual private networks &l I WG%
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e ‘“They’re going to get around it so they’re then going to be on an underground social media
and, to make it worse, without parental supervision.”

g 3@ R ™ ﬁﬁ, Wﬁ*l'q 3 underground social media IR Eﬁﬁ BﬁT 3’*‘3[ 3R WS 1 B f?ﬂl
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e “It's much better for it to be out in the open and for parents to play a very, very active role ...
in monitoring what they’re doing on social media,” he added. . ]
Ug SER ¢ [ Tg Get H &1 SR AI1-Uel T g, Sgd Hishd HHepI HHMY ... T T d b g
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Citizenship under CAA only after scrutiny: SC

Act provides enforceable rights but refugees
will require to be screened first, says court

Petitioner flagged panic among the refugees
from neighbouring nations after SIR began

Plea said govt. had delayed issue of citizenship
certificates, which created a constitutional crisis

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Tuesday said
conferment of

rights associated with In-
dian citizenship to people
claiming to be religious mi-
norities who fled persecu-
tion from Pakistan, Af
ghanistan, and Bangladesh
and protected under the
Citizenship (Amendment)
Act, would be wholly de-
pendent on whether their
claims turn out to be true.
The court said that
though the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019,
had introduced changes in
favour of granting “enfor-
ceable rights” to persecut-
ed religious minorities
from these countries, ev-
ery such claim would have
to be enquired into and
verified by the authorities.
The oral observations
from a Bench of Chief Jus-

tice of India Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi came on a petition filed
by an NGO, Aatmadeep.

The NGO submitted that
these groups, especially
those who had fled Bangla-
desh and were living in
West Bengal, were petri-
fied that the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls would
render them stateless.

Chief Justice Kant said
the conferment of Indian
citizenship was not a given
for CAA applicants.

They should fulfil cer-
tain conditions, and in due
course, could apply for in-
clusion on the voters’ list,
he said. The court, howev-
er, issued notice to the
Election Commission and
the Centre, seeking a res-
ponse. It posted the case
for hearing next week.

The NGO, in its petition
filed through advocate An-
ish Roy, submitted that the

proviso to Section 2(1)(b) of
the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act (CAA) exempted
religious minorities from
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
and Pakistan who entered
India on or before Decem-
ber 31, 2014, from being

considered “illegal mi-
grants”.
These communities

were Hindus, Sikhs, Budd-

= The delay in

issuing citizenship

certificates,

combined with the
non- of

| Fear of statelessness

~ Key issues raised in the petition regarding persecuted
minerities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan

u The affected persons — recognised by
Parliament as deserving protection and
integration — are now exposed ta the
risk of statE\Essness social exclusion,
and

acknowledgment

L receipts during

the ongoing
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR), has
created a “serious

 The acknowledgment receipt
generated upon online submission

of an application for a certificate of
naturalisation must be treated as valid
pro\uswonal proof of pending citizenship

[ crisis”

, at least for the SIR

hists, Jains, Parsis, and
Christians. Section 6B of

said the authorities had de-
layed the issuance of the ci-

the CAA allows these per-
sons to apply for grant of
certificate of registration
or certificate of naturalisa-
tion. The NGO argued that
those who apply for natu-
ralisation should not be de-
prived of citizens’ rights
and privileges.

However, the petition

tizenship certificates.

“Exposed to risk’

This, coupled with the
non-recognition of ack-
nowledgment receipts dur-
ing the ongoing Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR), has
created a serious constitu-
tional crisis.

“The affected persons,
already recognised by Par-
liament as persecuted mi-
norities of Afghanistan,
Bangladesh and Pakistan
who entered India deserv-
ing protection and integra-
tion, are now exposed to
the risk of statelessness,
social exclusion and disen-
franchisement,” the peti-
tion alleged.

Chief Justice Kant said
the grant of Indian citizen-
ship was subject to fulfil-
ment of certain conditions.

“You are claiming that
you are entitled by virtue
of these amended provi-
sions in the CAA to become
citizens of this country. But
you have not been con-
ferred citizenship so far...
The amended provisions
might have conferred
some enforceable rights in
your favour to seek citizen-
ship, but each and every
statutory requirement has
to be determined, like, do

you belong to any minority
in that country; were you
resident of the country of
which minority were per-
mitted to come to India;
and in what capacity have
you come to India,” Chief
Justice Kant explained.

The CJI said that if the
government has made a
law, there would be a fol-
lowing mechanism to im-
plement the law, in this
case, to determine claims
of citizenship by naturali-
sation from refugees who
had fled these three
countries.

The Chief Justice noted
that once such a person be-
came a naturalised citizen
through due process, he or
she could apply under the
statutory scheme for entry
into the voter list.

The poll body did pe-
riodic review of the electo-
ral roll, and could include
the eligible names, he
noted.

Citizenship under CAA only after scrutiny: SC

AR dT $ad Wi & 91 g1 e gat= ey

o Citizenship under CAA only after scrutiny: SC
LRINES (CAA) & Td8d ARGl Bhad ofid & dIe: Jare araray
e Act provides enforceable rights but refugees will require to be screened first, says court
ST AN B A TSR <1 § Afde-T IRumffat ot ugat o sRe<t 817N, Siarad o
Dzl
o Petitioner flagged panic among the refugees from neighbouring nations after SIR began
7 SIR Y 81 & dlc USI! =1 I 31T IRUMAA | gg=rd &1 SR Hdbd Tl
o Plea said govt. had delayed issue of citizenship certificates, which created a constitutional
crisis
et § Hel T fh WBR A ARTRGAT FHIIUS S} 3+ § 8 31, o daenfe doe
SAF g3l
e The Supreme Court on Tuesday said conferment of rights associated with Indian citizenship
to people claiming to be religious minorities who fled persecution from Pakistan, Afghanistan,
and Bangladesh and protected under the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, would be wholly

dependent on whether their claims turn out to be true.
Y DI A HTAaR HI HaT b 3R TR T IS FT <ral TR
31T mmﬁmmﬁq@aﬁmﬁmﬁmsﬂwmﬁm
HUT & 9 a3 W U & & 1 g

e The court said that though the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, had introduced changes
in favour of granting “enforceable rights” to persecuted religious minorities from these
countries, every such claim would have to be enquired into and verified by the
authorities.

3{Id = BT b BTaifdh CAA 2019 = 34 ¢xIf ¥ 3T Ififed urfifer sreqd@r®t ol “anr],
PR A HRYBR < 7 SNeH 531 5, b R aTar oI 3R Hara=T 3 o |

e The oral observations from a Bench of Chief Justice of India Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi came on a petition flled by an NGO, Aatmadeep

ey TR i 3R @1 03 gRT Mfaw fewft NGo STy
DI AIRIHT IR B TS|
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o The NGO submitted that these groups, especially those who had fled Bangladesh and were
living in West Bengal, were petrified that the ongoing special intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls would render them stateless.

NGO A el i 3 I, faRiw = § Sivene s ¥ 3y v S 3w sme A8 @ §, 99 @ SIR
A Y gU R b el 3 Isafad 1 § W

o Chief Justice Kant said the conferment of Indian citizenship was not a given for CAA
applicants.
T e Gdebid 7 HET1 b CAA Smage) &) YR ARt e e =i 21

e They should fulfil certain conditions, and in due course, could apply for inclusion on the
voters’ list, he said.
IBH Hg b 3¢ T8 Jd T BT g, oI a1e I Aagrar gt & 9119 sie- & e emaeH
IR GHA ¢

e The court, however, issued notice to the Election Commission and the Centre, seeking a
response. It posted the case for hearlng next week.

BT, SfeTerd = GHATT SMRINT 3R Hg WRPBR B! Ay SR} HR a1 JAT | ATHT ST Terg
gAaTs & forg eita faan |

e The NGO, in its petition filed through advocate Anish Roy, submitted that the proviso to
Section 2(1)(b) of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) exempted religious
minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan who entered India on or before
December 31, 2014, from being considered “illegal migrants”.

NGO 3, 3ifaaar 3if=r=T Ia & T1eH I SR AT | &gl fb CAA Bt URT 2(1)(b) & UIGU™
F IR SABTRAT, TATGRT 3R UIfpwar & Ui sreuriers of 31 fewaR 2014 a&
YR H YIT HR g &, S8 “3aY FaTeit” Tg1 I1 S|

e These communities were Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parsis, and Christians.

3 Ier 7 fig, R, A, 99, ot ik $ars wnfia 6

e Section 6B of the CAA allows these persons to apply for grant of certificate of
registration or certificate of naturalisation.

CAA P} URT 6B 31 HfcTdl ! TS HIOT THTOTYA Tl UTPHIAhR 0T THTOTYR o fo 3frda
PR DT A ool

e The NGO argued that those who apply for naturalisation should not be deprived of
citizens’ rights and privileges.

NGO 7 I fear i Wifaarerur & fie simded &3 aral &1 AFR® SIfeRY 3R
oo RY 3 dfea =18t fovan s @nfguy

e The petition said the authorities had delayed the issuance of the citizenship certificates.
gifaeT § &gl T fb Wﬁmﬁmmaﬁmﬁﬁéﬁﬁ%

e ‘Exposed to risk’
ST ¥ ybd T

e This, coupled with the non-recognition of acknowledgement receipts during the ongoing

Special Intensive Revision (SIR), has created a serious constitutional crisis.

T8, I9 38 SIR & ERM ATHUR Ritel ot T1=aar 1 8 & I fAaaw, v 7R ddenfs
Hae Ual Hral gl

e you belong to any minority in that country; were you resident of the country of which minority
were pemitted to come to India; and in what capacity have you come to India,” Chief Justice

Kant explained.

TN 31T I S b (bt eqieTes HHGrd 9 §; 1 3110 34 a1 o ot 4 ofel 4
SR BT HRT 3 Bt A 8; 3R 3y fr fRAfe & wRa 3 8, e =maneisr gdasia
= |

e The CJI said that if the government has made a law, there would be a following mechanism to
implement the law, in this case, to determine claims of citizenship by naturalisation from

refugees who had fled these three countries.

CJ|%aa—srﬁ7tr%W?r$|=ﬁm%, @ Y AN A & fore ufepan of gt — 39 Amd
T, S A o1 § 37U IRUIA o UTpfam®<ur & gral o MR BTl

e The Chief Justice noted that once such a person became a naturalised citizen through due
process, he or she could apply under the statutory scheme for entry into the voter list.
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T iR A g1 {6 T IR Al Wrpfaddor & 9IRS §9 SE, o 98 BT AISHT &
d HaeTal Gt & 1 S & AU 3Hde &R Ihdl g

The poll body did periodic review of the electoral roll, and could include the eligible names, he
noted.

3511 HET o AT START THI-THY TR TeeTal Fat Bt FHleT Bl § R Ay A1 qfdra
foy o 9 d B

“The affected persons, already recognised by Parliament as persecuted minorities of
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who entered India deserving protection and
integration, are now exposed to the risk of statelessness, social exclusion and
disenfranchisement,” the petition alleged.

QI 3 el b TG gRT HIRIT I ST, TSRt 3R Ui & Iy
ICUHBIP, S & 3R FHAY & U 2, 319 ASAIIE a1, HTHING ISP SR Faiier
¥ e gH & SRem A E|

Chief Justice Kant said the grant of Indian citizenship was subject to fulfiiment of certain
conditions.

T ranefier i = el [ YRR AN T Ue ™ ax-1 $3 Jal & RT e |® R g

“You are claiming that you are entitled by virtue of these amended provisions in the CAA to
become citizens of this country. But you have not been conferred citizenship so far...

“3{T7 1T PR 3B & 1 CAA HRITYHT & 3MYR W 3T 39 S F1 ARTRDT UH & U 8| Afe
3t dp 3MTURT ARG UG A8l S TS 8.

The amended provisions might have conferred some enforceable rights in your favour to seek
citizenship, but each and every statutory requirement has to be determined, like, do you
belong to any minority in that country; were you resident of the country of which minority were
permitted to come to India; and in what capacity have you come to India,” Chief Justice Kant
explained.

RN UG = 3D AR B+ AR fUBR AT 51 Wehdl 7, Afh & BT azaamar
1 YR T3t B, S — o7 3119 3 S & SeqHeSIP TG I & T 317 39 3 & farft
2} OTET § SfeURD! Bl YR MBI SAR §; 3R 3y fry fRufar & wRa s, qrer =aranefer

pid = FHST|

Exposed to risk

STat Y

said the authorities had delayed the issuance of the citizenship certificates.

gl & SfeIial 3 AFTR@ar yHIuTgs S & § 38 31 g

‘Exposed to risk’

< § Sret MY

This, coupled with the non-recognition of acknowledgment receipts during the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision (SIR), has created a serious constitutional crisis

T8, 9 38 SIR & SR Wi THiel &1 ur=ael 1 811 & A1y fAae te MR wanfas

e I T ¢ |

“The affected persons, already recognised by Parliament as persecuted minorities of

Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who entered India deserving protection and

integration, are now exposed to the risk of statelessness, social exclusion and

disenfranchisement,” the petition alleged.

QI & eT T R ARG, ST AR Tieear 3 Sefifd sreueiere, R

TE 7 WRAIUT 3R THIAH & A 7 8, 3« ASATIEIT, IR aiewR 3R

HATRPR | dfrd g9 & sSfaw d €

Chief Justice Kant said the grant of Indian citizenship was subject to fulfiiment of certain

conditions.

gg;ﬂ%%ﬁﬁw%mmmmwwﬁﬁwmw
I

“You are claiming that you are entitled by virtue of these amended provisions in the CAA to

become citizens of this country. But you have not been conferred citizenship so far...
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“3MT7 a1 R I3 & 1 CAA TR & SMYR TR MY ST ¢/ &I ARTIRT U & UH ¢ | Afd
3t 9% SHTUSHT ANRGAT HeT Y Bt TR 3...

The amended provisions might have conferred some enforceable rights in your favour to
seek citizenship, but each and every statutory requirement has to be determined, like, do
you belong to any minority in that country; were you resident of the country of which minority
were permitted to come to India; and in what capacity have you come to India,” Chief Justice
Kant explained.

TN graemT = U] ar] S a1 SAfeR 2T 8 ¥wd €, Afde & ST Sazaedr
o1 RuRRor smawge g, @@ HT 31T I S & SIS TG I &; 7 317 37 o &
el & ST ¥ SeuRRed HRd o Tahd &; 3R 310 fory fRufar & wRa o1 €, e =mamefis
Teid = gHgm

The CJI said that if the government has made a law, there would be a following mechanism
to implement the law, in this case, to determine claims of citizenship by naturalisation from
refugees who had fled these three countries.

CJI 7 g1 % IS TRBR A S 11 §, A I AR HRA o1 ufesar o gRft — 39 A H 3
T =TT ¥ 31T RROMRIAT & WIpTad ol GRT ARG T & aldl Bl YR B

The Chief Justice noted that once such a person became a naturalised citizen through due
process, he or she could apply under the statutory scheme for entry into the voter list.

T AR A Bl o T IR Afdd Wipfadpd ANNG & OTY, dl 98 ST arer-T &
TEd Tderar gt & 919 JSaM & iU $ided IR 9l g

The poll body did periodic review of the electoral roll, and could include the eligible names,
he noted.

ﬁﬁg&wﬂwm-wwmwﬁaﬁﬁ&nw% 3R A A M
IR hdl 5
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INDIA bloc MPs
seek to impeach
Madras HC judge

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

The MPs of the INDIA bloc
on Tuesday submitted a
letter to Lok Sabha Speak-
er Om Birla to move an im-
peachment motion in Par-
liament against Justice G.R.
Swaminathan of the Madu-
rai Bench of Madras High
Court.

The Opposition leaders,
in the letter, accused the
judge of deciding on cases
based on political ideology,
and sought to move a mo-
tion for his removal under
Article 217, read with Arti-
cle 124, of the Constitution.

“The House resolves to
pass a motion for the im-
peachment of Justice G.R.
Swaminathan,” said the let-
ter. Dravida Munnetra Kaz-
hagam (DMK) Parliamen-
tary Party leader
Kanimozhi said Mr. Om
Birla told the MPs that he
would look into the issue.

Other MPs who submit-
ted the letter include the
party’s Lok Sabha leader
T.R. Baalu, Congress MP
Priyanka Gandhi, Samaj-
wadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav, CPI(M) member Su.
Venkatesan, DMK member
A. Raja, Viduthalai Chi-
ruthaigal Katchi (VCK) MP
Thol. Thirumavalavan, Ma-
rumalarchi Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (MDMK)
leader Durai Vaiko, and
others.

The INDIA bloc’s deci-
sion to move an impeach-
ment motion against the
judge Justice Swami-
nathan comes against the
backdrop of his order di-
recting the authorities of
the Subramaniya Swamy

. 4B, DMK Haw T. 36T, fagyars

Justice G.R. Swaminathan

Temple at Thirupparan-
kundram, Madurai, to en-
sure that the Karthigai Dee-
pam was lit at a
deepathoon (pillar) near a
dargah atop the hill.

As many as 107 MPs had
signed the letter, which
stated that the conduct of
Justice Swaminathan
raised serious questions re-
garding impartiality, tran-
sparency, and the secular
functioning of the
judiciary.

‘Undue favouritism’

The letter accused Justice
Swaminathan of showing
undue favouritism to M.
Sricharan  Ranganathan,
senior advocate, in decid-
ing cases, and also of fa-
vouring advocates from a
particular community.

“He is deciding cases on
the basis of a particular
political ideology and
against the secular princi-
ples of the Indian Constitu-
tion,” they alleged.

The MPs submitted co-
pies of letters written by
members of the Rajya Sab-
ha and the Lok Sabha to
the President of India and
the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court.

INDIA bloc MPs seek to impeach Madras HC judge
31 S & FiG USTH IS BIE & oIl Bl
HGTTHANT T BT /il Hd §

INQIA bloc MPs seek to impeach Madras HC judge
ﬂm%%wﬁﬁ%wﬁ%ﬁﬁnwﬁﬁm
CIGE

. The MPs of the INDIA bloc on Tuesday submitted a letter to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla to move an impeachment motion in
Parliament against Justice G.R. Swaminathan of the Madurai
Bench of Madras High Court.

3FEUT SIP & TST A HIAAR B AT Segef 3N farar &
TP U IO ASN 8T8 BIC DI AGR UG & STl ot 3R, W1
& I T4 | HEIHANT UK1d A &1 | &1 |

. The Opposition leaders, in the letter, accused the judge of
deciding on cases based on political ideology, and sought to move
a motion for his removal under Article 217, read with Article 124,
of the Constitution.

fauelt Adrefl A 31u= v # SR A fob Siet IS [aRYRT o
YR TR ATHG! BT HIAT B & IR AU & 3G 217 T
3G 124 & d8d 3% B & [oIT TTd A Bl HITT D |

. “The House resolves to pass a motion for the impeachment
of Justice G.R. Swaminathan,” said the letter. Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) Parliamentary Party leader Kanimozhi said Mr.
Om Birla told the MPs that he would look into the issue.

U= T g1 T, “Tg A& AT[dl of. 3R, WIHHTYA & TgIanT &1
UG UIRA R 1 Yobed Adl 817 ZdS HAF HSTH (DMK) &
wﬁnwﬁmﬁgﬁﬁwﬁsmﬁwﬁmﬁwﬁsaﬁ
39 g, 3l ¢8|

o Other MPs who submitted the letter include the party’s Lok
Sabha leader T.R. Baalu, Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi,
Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav, CPI(M) member Su.
Venkatesan, DMK member A. Raja, Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK) MP Thol. Thirumavalavan, Marumalarchi Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (MDMK) leader Durai Vaiko, and others.

T TR aTet 37T Tial § U & Qg AT 8.3, a1, B
e fordeT icht, gaTSTard) uret Aar Sif¥e=r g1ed, CPI(M) Tew
e dTTd F=t (VCK) & e dter. RsaraeaH,

Wﬁﬁ SdE T35 HSTH (MDMK) a1 ge8 Je 3R o el |

e The INDIA bIoc s decision to move an impeachment motion against the judge Justice
Swaminathan comes against the backdrop of his order directing the authorities of the
Subramaniya Swamy Temple at Thirupparankundram, Madurai, to ensure that the
Karthigai Deepam was lit at a deepathoon (pillar) near a dargah atop the hill.

AT & Rt HEIIHRHINT YT A b1 SiSa1
gEYf § o B, R SR ak & i

I BT A0 39 37 3™ Bt
R garuforar W} wfer & Adwr faar at

for PIfcTg <o URTS! &1 dict R YD Th A8 & UM Sy (IdH) TR STemdT S|

¢ As many as 107 MPs had signed the letter, which stated that the conduct of Justice
Swaminathan raised serious questions regarding impartiality, transparency, and the secular

functioning of the judiciary.

$ 107 FiRIGH = U UF W gw1eR fovy o, forad agt a1 o1 o <memfd amfi=mes &1 o

e, UReRIAT 3R mufereT & yHFRTe HHE IR 1HR Uy I3 8l

‘Undue favouritism’

3rgfer vaaTe

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 10


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

patriotic

O]

e

Pathshala

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e The letter accused Justice Swaminathan of showing undue favouritism to M. Sricharan
Ranganathan, senior advocate, in deciding cases, and also of favouring advocates from a
particular community.

U § RIY A 7T o =arafed e Al & Auer o aRy siftraedr ga. staror
mm%ﬁaﬁqmm%ﬁwﬁmﬂw%aaﬂ?ﬁmwéﬁ%l

e “He is deciding cases on the basis of a particular political ideology and against the secular
principles of the Indian Constitution,” they alleged.

IR 3R AT, I8 Ueb Ta2y Io=ieich RIRYRT % TR R Ha 1 fofg aed § ok

YR ey & yvfRuer Rigial & faams o 81

e The MPs submitted copies of letters written by members of the Rajya Sabha and the Lok
Sabha to the President of India and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court.

Opposition seeks change in panel
to select Election Commissioners

They say that it should include the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha; MPs also

seek an end to direct cash benefits ahead of elections; poll body has no legal right to conduct the SIR, says Manish Tewari

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

aunching a multi-
L pronged attack over
electoral reforms in
the Lok Sabha, Opposition
parties on Tuesday said the
Election Commission (EC)
had no legal right to con-
duct the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls.
The Opposition soughta
change in the selection pa-

nel for the appointment of ~Samajwadi Party MP Akhilesh Yadv speakmg during a debate on
electoral reforms in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday. P

Election Commissioners to
include the Chief Justice of
India and the Leader of the
Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha.

At present, the selection
committee comprises the
Prime Minister, the Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, and a Union
Cabinet Minister named by
the Prime Minister.

MPs of Opposition par-
ties, including the Con-
gress, Samajwadi Party,
Dravida Munnetra Kazha-
gam, and Trinamool Con-
gress, also sought an end to
direct cash benefits ahead
of elections.

Congress MP Manish Te-
wari initiated the discus-
sion from the Opposition’s
ranks. India had adopted
universal franchise at a
time when very few na-
tions had it, Mr. Tewari
said. The EC, he said, had
been given powers under
Article 324 with the hope
that it would play a neutral
empire. “There are many
people who are feeling the
need to discuss the neu-
trality of the EC [now],” he
said.

According to the new
2023 law for the appoint-

ment of Election Commis-
sioners, the panel to select
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner and the two Elec-
tion Commissioners
should comprise the Prime
Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sab-
ha, and a Cabinet Minister.

In order to remove
doubts with reference to
the EC, “It is my suggestion
that two members should
be added to this panel —
the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Rajya Sabha,
and the Chief Justice of In-
dia,” the Congress MP said.

The EC has no legal
right to conduct the SIR
now taking place across
the country as there is no
provision for it either in
the Constitution or in law,
Mr. Tewari added.

The SIR, according to
law, could only be con-
ducted in specific consti-
tuencies after recording
specific problems in writ-
ing, and thus the govern-
ment must table in the
House the issues with the
current electoral rolls, the
complaints the EC had re-
ceived with regard to
them, and what inquiry
had been initiated, Mr. Te-
wari said. He also sought
machine readable rolls for
all political parties, and an
end to direct cash benefits
before elections.

SP chief Akhilesh Yadav
said he agreed to most de-
mands made by Mr. Tewa-
ri, and alleged electoral
malpractices in the bypolls
to the Rampur Lok Sabha
and Milkipur Assembly
constituencies of Uttar
Pradesh.

“We gave the EC each
and every incident report.

But despite this, EC did not
take any action. Then we
understood that the EC is
biased,” Mr. Tewari said.

Calling for a return to
ballot paper voting, he ar-
gued that if developed
countries, including the
United States and Germa-
ny, had not accepted elec-
tronic voting machines,
why should India.

The EC’s role should be
impartial, but people had
lost confidence in the pa-
nel, DMK MP Dayanidhi
Maran said, adding that
even politicians had start-
ed doubting the election
body, which was changing
the rules to suit only one
political party.

Kalyan Bannerjee of the
Trinamool Congress men-
tioned the alleged suicides
by booth-level officers.

“If foreigners have come
and the Border Security
Force could not detect it,
then it is the fault of the
Home Minister and Prime
Minister,” Mr. Banerjee
said on the EC’s contention
that the SIR was being con-
ducted to weed out illegal
immigrants in the list.
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Opposition seeks change in panel to select Election Commissioners

ATa ST & I9- & e Ua A sgama ot 9iv faues 3 ot

e Opposition seeks change in panel to select Election
Commissioners
TG el & 997 & ford U & geara &1 A fauer 3 ot

e They say that it should include the Chief Justice of India and
the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha; MPs also
seek an end to direct cash benefits ahead of elections; poll body
has no legal right to conduct the SIR, says Manish Tewari

ST FET & & TU YRE P G TR ahwmm I }-ﬂﬂ‘
fauer & a1 o) 2NfAra o S A et A gATa -
U e ATy FAT B B o AT & W@n&ﬁnﬁsmmﬁmaﬂémﬁ%ﬁ%
Ty forart 3 a1

e Launching a multipronged attack over electoral reforms in the Lok Sabha, Opposition parties
on Tuesday said the Election Commission (EC) had no legal right to conduct the ongoing
special intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.
AIHTUT | ATl URT BT A Ig AT AT [ HRd gU [queh gal A HeiaR &l gl fos
G SRINT (EC) B! AAGI ol b SIRT fIRY T8+ TRIET (SIR) HT Blg DI SHIBR ol 5

o The Opposition sought a change in the selection panel for the appointment of Election
Commissioners to include the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of the Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha.
fauer 2 goma SmgEl &1 Yo & oY 909 07 § 95dd R 398 YRd & G-I i
3R IregaT H fauer & a1 &1 A A B AR B

e At present, the selection committee comprises the Prime Minister, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and a Union Cabinet Minister named by the Prime Minister.
g o 997 Ififa & g, deayr # faue & Aar, ok nuEs g1 i e St
it <fver €

e MPs of Opposition patrties, including the Congress, Samajwadi Party, Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam, and Trinamool Congress, also sought an end to direct cash benefits ahead of
elections.
fqueft <at & Tie, 9 SRk, FuTSErs urdl, sfds g e, 3R quid SiY i
g, 7 a1 ¥ Usd U Tahe aTH FHI B B JRT DI

e Congress MP Manish Tewari initiated the discussion from the Opposition’s ranks. India had
adopted universal franchise at a time when very few nations had it, Mr. Tewari said.

BT TiGe T Frardt 3 e 3 3R @ Tt ) eend FH o fiart S wer B URa 3
IS AAIGR I THY U T 5 §gd HH =i & U I8 T |

e The EC, he said, had been given powers under Article 324 with the hope that it would play a
neutral empire. “There are many people who are feeling the need to discuss the neutrality of
the EC [now],” he said.
321 BeT b TG ST 1 SrTede 324 & d8d U IHIE Hd gU iR Ry mu A b a7
T 8] SAURR Bt YA FIHTET| “31d 9gd ° N g1d ST &1 e R i o
HTTH A TeqH TR I8 6,” 361 BTl

e According to the new 2023 law for the appointment of Election Commissioners, the panel to
select the Chief Election Commissioner and the two Election Commissioners should
comprise the Prime Minister, the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, and a Cabinet
Minister.
2023 & 7T BT & AR, YT GATd MTgF 3R &1 GA19 MgFal & 99+ & forg I &
T, SeaHT H Ul & A1 3R U Pierie w41 i 81 =@neul

e |n order to remove doubts with reference to the EC, “It is my suggestion that two members
should be added to this panel — the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, and the
Chief Justice of India,” the Congress MP said.

FTd ST A eI SipTalt B oR B F 11T, FRR e F Fe, AR GG 2 fr 39 I A
3l ged! & Sl o — Wmﬁﬁq&r%ﬁmsﬁvmasa'@msﬂm"
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The EC has no legal right to conduct the SIR now taking place across the country as there is
no provision for it either in the Constitution or in law, Mr. Tewari added.

ot faaRt 3 a1 o SIR & fore =1 fae™ & 3R 7 81 fht S & ey g, e gA1d SmanT
®! GdHH | SR HR T I X8 SIR B HRA BT PHls B HUBR el 8|

The SIR, according to law, could only be conducted in specific constituencies after recording
specific problems in writing, and thus the government must table in the House the issues with
the current electoral rolls, the complaints the EC had received with regard to them, and what
inquiry had been initiated, Mr. Tewari said.

BT & 3IER SIR PHad I ARy Fafe &t # g o 9o § ei [k srwmst &
forfad &u & gof forar T Y, 3R 3T IRBR B IAHH TGl Yt o THwmd, 379 Jeferd
AT SN DI T RGBT 3R B T8 S Bl Ja | U HRA1 a1fee, off fdart = &7l

He also sought machine readable rolls for all political parties, and an end to direct cash
benefits before elections.

I it I gat & foe A & udh o T dva Taerar Jieat sk gHTE) ¥ Ugd Toe
TG Y U B D1 HT B
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav said he agreed to most demands made by Mr. Tewari, and alleged

electoral malpractices in the bypolls to the Rampur Lok Sabha and Milkipur Assembly
constituencies of Uttar Pradesh.

T TR SRR F1ed 3 H8T S a8 ot faard) ot sifiiesir 1l & Wehd § iR S| Uy &
TR AFTUT 3R FIePIqR Ry IugAmEl # gArdt meefsal &1 oy e

“We gave the EC each and every incident report. But despite this, EC did not take any action.
Then we understood that the EC is biased,” Mr. Tewari said.

I TG TN Bl YA ge1 RUIE | Afh SHP Srasig g1d RN A DIs HIRATS 6l
®1| q9 g5 JHS A1 S AT AT vend 8, off faart 3 wal
Calling for a retumn to ballot paper voting, he argued that if developed countries, including the
United States and Germany, had not accepted electronic voting machines, why should India.
I deie TR AdGH WR dled &1 7 &1, 3R gl & afg fawfid g1, fore wige wsa
ﬁaﬁgmsh?ﬂﬁmm%, gaAge® aifeTT AR WHR T8 B4 €, dl YRd B )} Bt

I
The EC’s role should be impartial, but people had lost confidence in the panel, DMK MP

Dayanidhi Maran said, adding that even politicians had started doubting the election body,
which was changing the rules to suit only one political party.

DMK g ST AR 3 &1 b TATd 3T &t Y{iias! ey g1 anfey, afds @l &
e TR W1 33 71 &, SR T81 I b ol Ht 3T | W8 o= 7l §, ot hadt Th
e & & fed B o9 sed w181
Kalyan Bannerjee of the Trinamool Congress mentioned the alleged suicides by booth-level
officers.

JUHA BN & HedIv] TSl + GU-XR YDA BT BRI TGS BT I b
“If foreigners have come and the Border Security Force could not detect it, then it is the fault
of the Home Minister and Prime Minister,” Mr. Banerjee said on the EC’s contention that the
SIR was being conducted to weed out illegal immigrants in the list.

TG SATIRT & 9 14 TR b SIR 3fa¥ YATRR &1 Iyt & g o for faan S g1 @, ot ottt A
T, “afe fadeft o U § iR < [R& Sa 33T udt Tt @ Tabt, < I8 IEHAT 3R
WUTAHR & Tad g1
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A deep cleaning of India’s electoral rolls

n April 12, 1950, while

introducing the

Representation of the

People Bill in
Parliament, the Minister of Law,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, emphasised
that the preparation of an
electoral roll is “a condition
precedent for election”. The
statutory framework in India,
therefore, provides for periodic
and special revisions to ensure
accuracy of the electoral roll.

Nevertheless, there have been

concerns about the decision of the
Election Commission of India
(ECD) to revise the electoral rolls in
some States by carrying out a
Special Intensive Revision (SIR).
The question that arises is
whether the ECI's endeavour is
ultimately directed at reinforcing
or undermining public trust in the
democratic process.

Restoring the foundation
There are two modes of updating
rolls: intensive revisions, which
rebuild the list from scratch, and
summary revisions, which make
incremental corrections. The last
major intensive revision took place
between 2002 to 2003. In recent
decades, the ECI has relied on
special summary revisions, under
which claims and objections are
invited on a draft roll. In the
meantime, rapid migration,
expanding urban centres, and
high residential mobility have left
electoral rolls riddled with
duplicates, outdated entries and
inaccuracies. Therefore, SIR 2025
was the need of the hour.

The implementation of SIR in
Bihar in June 2025 resulted in the
filing of several petitions before
the Supreme Court labelling the
revision exercise unconstitutional
and illegal. The challenge
proceeds on the basis that
insistence on fresh enumeration
and documents from existing
registered electors is contrary to
the constitutional right of
universal adult franchise and will
result in mass deletion of voters
from the rolls. Notably, however,
the authority to undertake such an
exercise flows directly from the

Naira Jejeebhoy

Advocate whose area
of practice includes
election law and has
represented the
Election Commission
of India in
proceedings

)
) [ .
Kumar Utsav
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The revision and
verification of
electoral rolls is a
routine and
necessary process.
Such corrections
do not, by
themselves, imply
disenfranchisement
or targeting

constitutional scheme itself, which
vests the superintendence,
direction, and control over the
preparation of electoral rolls in the
ECI. At the heart of this exercise
lies the ECI's endeavour to ensure
that only eligible citizens vote, as
envisaged under Article 326 of the
Constitution. The revision and
verification of electoral rolls is a
routine and necessary process.
Such corrections do not, by
themselves, imply
disenfranchisement or targeting.
Countries such as Germany and
Canada rely on civil registries or
information sharing between
different government agencies to
update voter rolls; India does not
have such a mechanism. The ECI
must therefore independently
verify eligibility.

The criticism levelled at SIR
2025 ignores the inherent
difficulties in screening
citizenship, which is the
fundamental basis for eligibility to
vote. These difficulties in
ascertaining eligibility were,
however, anticipated by the Indian
legislature, which conferred
power on the ECI to carry outa
special revision in such manner as
it may think fit. SIR 2025 is being
carried out pursuant to the
constitutional mandate and to
ensure that no eligible citizen is
excluded from the roll, while
simultaneously excluding
ineligible persons.

The detailed guidelines for SIR
2025 issued by the ECI contain
administrative innovations,
technological improvements, and
efforts at transparency and
participation. Under the present
framework of SIR, the ECI has
undertaken door-to-door physical
verification of each elector. The
onus of proving citizenship
continues to lie on the applicant.
However, the list of acceptable
documentary proof is expanded to
11 items, from merely four in 2003,
resulting in a more liberal and
elector-friendly framework. At the
suggestion of the Supreme Court,
the ECI also agreed to accept
Aadhaar cards as proof of identity.
Further, booth-level officers

A deep cleaning of India’s electoral rolls

YR I gaerar Gat BT Mg Yfadeor

actively assisted electors in tracing
their eligibility and obtaining
prescribed eligibility documents.

The SIR process marks a
notable shift towards
technological accessibility. For the
first time, all supporting
documents are digitised. Further,
enumeration forms are being
made available through online
platforms. After the publication of
the draft roll, any person who has
any claim or objections has the
option to file the same using the
online platform.

The ECI did not restrict
capacity-building to its own
machinery but also trained
booth-level agents of recognised
political parties. The SIR
guidelines also contain provisions
for engagement with parties and
sharing of electoral rolls.

What the numbers show

Over 7.5 crore entries were
subjected to verification during
SIR in Bihar. The total number of
electors removed from the draft
list was 65 lakh. In addition to the
1,60,813 BLAs of political parties,
the Supreme Court also deputed
volunteers from the State Legal
Services Authority to assist in the
submission of
claims/objections/corrections
online. Nevertheless, only
2,53,524 claims and objections
were received in total after
publication of the draft roll. Of
these, only 36,500 were claims for
inclusion (0.56% when compared
to the total number of deletions
during the revision). Not a single
appeal was filed against any
deletion. These figures indicate
that the SIR exercise was, more or
less, grounded in careful and
accountable scrutiny.

By embracing SIR, the ECI has
demonstrated that its
constitutional duties will not be
subordinated to convenience or
political pressures. Instead, they
are being pursued with clarity,
courage, and accountability. A
democracy strengthens itself not
by avoiding difficult tasks, but by
undertaking them when it matters
most. SIR 2025 is one such effort.
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e On April 12, 1950, while introducing the Representation of the People Bill in Parliament,
the Minister of Law, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, emphasised that the preparation of an electoral
roll is “a condition precedent for election”.

12@@?{1950@%1361?@%%% Hd gy fafd vt Y. o 3R, sfesHR A
39 o1 W SR fear o et =it &) dardt wﬁu@‘aﬁ&rﬁa’rﬁmﬁ gl

e The statutory framework in India, therefore, provides for periodic and special revisions to
ensure accuracy of the electoral roll.
TN YR &1 duTe arar FHafes g2t &1 el YRfdd &= 3 I9a-a9g IR Fafid sk
ORIy terr &1 Ay SR gl

e Nevertheless, there have been concerns about the decision of the Election Commission of
India to revise the electoral rolls in some States by carrying out a Special Intensive Revision

(SIR).
bR 2t o Il o oty 8= GRET (SIR) ERT Fafer el Hnfid v & HRd Fafee
W%ﬁvhmﬁmnwﬁﬂ%%

e The question that arises is whether the ECI’s endeavour is ultimately directed at reinforcing or
undermining public trust in the democratic process.

Uy Ig 331 & 1o Hara 3N &1 I8 YaN At Uiohal § Hidel-d (a4 $I Aoigd
Rl ¢ A1 HHSIR PRAT g |

Restoring the foundation
STYR BT AT AT

e There are two modes of updating rolls: intensive revisions, which rebuild the list from scratch,
and summary revisions, which make incremental corrections.
T ST HRA S <) aRIp B : e TRIeT, R T ) o @ AR R o 2,
3R AR GRer0r, foras s uR b o 8

e The last major intensive revision took place between 2002 to 2003.
SffaH TG T8+ GARIEUT 2002 | 2003 & S G3HT AT

¢ In recent decades, the ECI has relied on special summary revisions, under which claims and
objections are invited on a draft roll.
Ued ex! 8§ Fafae omanT faRiy IR gRieor R AR 818, o sfarfd e gt R
T SR smufrl smHd # e 8

¢ In the meantime, rapid migration, expanding urban centres, and high residential
mobility have left electoral rolls riddled with duplicates, outdated entries and
inaccuracies.

2 SR A TaRH, edt &3 &1 fadR 3R 3= SRy mifasfierar A Fafem G &1 Sleva,
R TPt SR el @ wR R g1

o Therefore, SIR 2025 was the need of the hour.
WM SIR 2025 T 3 TLIHT ATl

e The implementation of SIR in Bihar in June 2025 resulted in the filing of several petitions
before the Supreme Court labelling the revision exercise unconstitutional and illegal.

A 2025 T fogR # SIR & ST & URUIRGEY qdred <Irag § 63 ATdd afR g5,
o S0 g-RIef0T Ufohan &1 SRiden-d 3R 3fdy Hgl T

e The challenge proceeds on the basis that insistence on fresh enumeration and documents
from existing registered electors is contrary to the constitutional right of universal adult
franchise and will result in mass deletion of voters from the rolls.

I 3 SATYR W ¢ fob Ao[eT Ushigpd Adararsil & 9T UsiepR0r iR gxdraet AT T s
TS AATYHR & FaUTew AAHR & fauid 8 3R ST Fat Tean H Hoerarsit o7 = 0t I
BC SIUT|

¢ Notably, however, the authority to undertake such an exercise flows directly from the
constitutional scheme itself, which vests the superintendence, direction, and control over
the preparation of electoral rolls in the ECI.

g, faRiy = 3, U ufthar 1 &1 bR W Taue e 3 U 8idl §, St Fafes
T A R Teerur, R SR P T SRR o o B 2
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At the heart of this exercise lies the ECI's endeavour to ensure that only eligible citizens vote,
as envisaged under Article 326 of the Constitution.

39 UfhdT & dhg | (afad SmanT &1 98 TaN § & had U AR & AdaH &, o
T & 3rd¢ 326 H Hicdd g

The revision and verification of electoral rolls is a routine and necessary process.

fafam T &1 G2Nee IR Jae Ue Fafid @ik siawae ufhar B

Such corrections do not, by themselves, imply disenfranchisement or targeting.

TG GUR 397 30 T AAIBR S a1 fbdl THg &1 FARIAT §9H &1 Hobd 181 adl |
Countries such as Germany and Canada rely on civil registries or information sharing
between different government agencies to update voter rolls; India does not have such a
mechanism.

S 3R TS Sl =T HAGI Gt 3T B & ot AR FoRex| a1 WRBRT Tolrdf &
o I TR0 R AR #Rd §; YR & U U1 g oF T8 g

The ECI must therefore independently verify eligibility.

g Fafe SITNT ®F Ul &1 Wdd T4 J AT AT ST 6 |

The criticism levelled at SIR 2025 ignores the inherent difficulties in screening
citizenship, which is the fundamental basis for eligibility to vote.

SIR 2025 TR 1 TS AT AN B Sitg & fAfgd Hi31gal o sHg@m Fvcll 8, St TaaH
Ul T Hd YR g

These difficulties in ascertaining eligibility were, however, anticipated by the Indian legislature,
which conferred power on the ECI to carry out a special revision in such manner as it may
think fit.

BTaifdh, YR faeTRieeT A 7 umra-dee Hfe-rsal & ugd g1 SATd Hd U Fafa SN
D! AT GARe0r A BT SR U foan B

SIR 2025 is being carried out pursuant to the constitutional mandate and to ensure that no
eligible citizen is excluded from the roll, while simultaneously excluding ineligible persons.
SIR 2025 FAYTE Y & IR FURTT faam ST TT 8 alfch H18 U AN I T a1eR 7
T 9N SR 1§ oy faad &l aTex 3@ off 9o |

The detailed guidelines for SIR 2025 issued by the ECI contain administrative innovations,
technological improvements, and efforts at transparency and participation.

SIR 2025 & forQ fHafad M gRT OIRT fawd fGRnERT & IR FamR, ddb-id! guR,
3R UReRfaT 7 FguIfaT & ar < g

Under the present framework of SIR, the ECI has undertaken door-to-door physical
verification of each elector.

IAHM SIR B & d8d [HaraH RN Tdid HagHdl $1 IR-8R SR Hifdd T R 38T |
The onus of proving citizenship continues to lie on the applicant.

ARTRS AT Hiied PR BT AT SHTAGH W g1 §1 Bl & |

However, the list of acceptable documentary proof is expanded to 11 items, from
merely four in 2003, resulting in a more liberal and elector-friendly framework.

BT, WH gxrdel &1 Yt 2003 ® HE IR ¥ FTHR 11 R 1 7T 7, o uftear sifde
3T 3R AdgE-fRast &7 g

At the suggestion of the Supreme Court, the ECI also agreed to accept Aadhaar cards
as proof of identity.

T I & JHG R Hara RT3 MR HTS B UgdH YA & U H WIHR B DI
Fedfa ot €t

Further, booth-level officers actively assisted electors in tracing their eligibility and
obtaining prescribed eligibility documents.

TP SATAT, TY-TRIT ABRT Aaararsit o) I UEdl ST SR SIRId SxIaw U A
o Gichd GerIdl UaH HR Tg U1

The SIR process marks a notable shift towards technological accessibility.

SIR UfshaT adb-idt Ugd &I fGxM & Ud Agayqyf geard &I giidl g

For the first time, all supporting documents are digitised.

Ugeht SR W Were axdrael ot f$fored fasan mar B

Further, enumeration forms are being made available through online platforms.

TP Hfafad TUMFT YUz TS A1e9H A Iuds HRIT AR g |
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After the publication of the draft roll, any person who has any claim or objections has the
option to file the same using the online platform.

IR It U1 819 & ag foheit Hi ara ar Smufy &1 SHiars Hd & A1 ¥ gof d- Bl
fadme Iuas g

The ECI did not restrict capacity-building to its own machinery but also trained booth-
level agents of recognised political parties.

fafem ST = &aT FETT &1 had 3= 93 T Wifid ! 3T, Siedh JIdT UIed Aot
Tl o qY-wRIg fipateft i ot ufkiférd o

The SIR guidelines also contain provisions for engagement with parties and sharing of
electoral rolls.

SIR fe=ndxT & gal & Wy Harg IR HderdT T T8 B & uaeT H =i |

What the numbers show

HEE T il §

Over 7.5 crore entries were subjected to verification during SIR in Bihar.

f98R & SIR & SRM 7.5 BAs Ufadal &1 g foar m|

The total number of electors removed from the draft list was 65 lakh.

UR=U gl I 82T T HAaIdIsh ol fef ST 65 g i

In addition to the 1,60,813 BLAs of political parties, the Supreme Court also deputed
volunteers from the State Legal Services Authority to assist in the submission of
claims/objections/corrections online.

ReTifdes el & 1,60,813 U-KRIT SHfHebdTef & 3refrl, FoiH HIc A sy e Jar ufers=ur
& WIS Bl W SIS GTa/SMUREIgYR GiRae S | Fgridl o forg e fasan
Nevertheless, only 2,53,524 claims and objections were received in total after publication of
the draft roll. .

R oft URET it UM & 91E A Had 2,53,524 A SR IR U g3

Of these, only 36,500 were claims for inclusion (0.56% when compared to the total number of
deletions during the revision).

T8 q A1 36,500 A fHT SR F 213 &, S YFRIE0 & SRME 88 $d (a1 o ga &
0.56% 2|

Not a single appeal was filed against any deletion.

forait 4t faehus o fave U +ft ardiel ool 761 1 15|

These figures indicate that the SIR exercise was, more or less, grounded in careful and
accountable scrutiny.

3 3ffers a2 € [P SIR Ufthar HHERT Araemigu 3R Saredg Sird TR end ot

By embracing SIR, the ECI has demonstrated that its constitutional duties will not be
subordinated to convenience or political pressures.

SIR 3UATGRR Fafed i 3 fe@mn § o 3ud Yaues i gfaur a1 Iemifas gamdl &
e T giT

Instead, they are being pursued with clarity, courage, and accountability.

T AU, 3 TFdl, U SR Sarade! & W AU o @I 7 |

A democracy strengthens itself not by avoiding difficult tasks, but by undertaking them when it
matters most.

Abad BT BT Y TIHR 8], dfep I NS JHY TR R HRP Aolgd gial g |

SIR 2025 is one such effort.

SIR 2025 U1 &1 U U9 B
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Over 30% students in Odisha schools drop out before higher-secondary

3NfEEn & faeraal & 30% A 3iftre I IH-ATHANS TR A U USTE DS

Stop linking Ladki Bahin scheme with everything: Fadnavis

ASD! dig-T TS DI g¥ I A ST dg By BSUd

‘Rise in global use of Aadhaar-like ID systems dangerous’

fay TR W smuR St g St wunferat & IuA # gfg WS

Charting an agenda on the right to health
WA F AfUPR IR TF Tl ST Fuia s

Could IndiGo have hired more pilots to prevent the crisis?

T IndiGo TP UrIde Fga H¥d Jde D AP Jodt A2

Over 30% students in Odisha schools drop out before higher-secondary level:

Over 30% students in Odisha schools drop

out before higher-secondary level: CAG
IGS II: Governance |

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha recorded a sharp
decline in the gross enroll-
ment ratio (GER) during
the transition of students
from the secondary to the
higher-secondary level, ac-
cording to a Comptroller
and Auditor General of In-
dia (CAG) report tabled in
the Assembly on Tuesday.

“The transition rate in
secondary to higher secon-
dary was only 70.3%, indi-
cating that approximately
30% of the students were
not able to make the transi-
tion to higher classes, eith-
er due to dropping out of
school or due to not quali-
fying for promotion to the
next level,” the audit re-
port on the State’s educa-
tion sector stated.

CAG
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Students in a queue outside a school in Bhubaneswar. FILE PHOTO

CAG pointed out that
GER in secondary and
higher-secondary levels
declined in the State dur-
ing 2022-23 compared to
2018-19, even as the ratio
improved nationally over
the same period.

Odisha’s Education De-
partment did not analyse
the reasons for the same,
the report added.

It also flagged purport-
ed discrepancies in official
records. CAG found that
the transition rate from the
upper primary to the se-
condary level in 2018-19 for
Bhadrak and Nuapada dis-
tricts was more than 100%,
which was not possible.

During 2018-23, 150
lakh to 5.47 lakh children
enrolled in Classes 1 to 11,

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

discontinued education
before reaching the imme-
diate-higher classes while
the dropout rate across
classes ranged from 3.12%
t0 7.26%.

Moreover, 61,487 out-of-
school children aged six to
18 years were not brought
back into the school educa-
tion system during 2018-
23, as per the report.

“The reasons for such
decline in NER had not
been analysed by Odisha
State  Education Pro-
gramme Authority. Howev-
er, ineffective measures to
arrest the dropout of stu-
dents during the transition
from upper primary to se-
condary, as well as inadeq-
uate school infrastructure
and facilities, were the in-
dicative reasons for the de-
cline in NER,” it stated.
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3Nfeam & faemeal # 30% ¥ 3w BT SH-ATANE R T Ugd U SIS ad &
CAG

e Over 30% students in Odisha schools drop out before higher-secondary level: CAG
SN & faererl & 30% I offiies BT Iea-ATTHeD TR I Ugel UGTE 1S 3 8: CAG

e Odisha recorded a sharp decline in the gross enroliment ratio (GER) during the transition of
students from the secondary to the higher-secondary level, according to a Comptroller and
Auditor General of India (CAG) report tabled in the Assembly on Tuesday.
ISR = reafied ¥ S-ATHie R J SE & AHH0 & bl AMHih U (GER)
T dct fIRTae ool &, YR & e 3R HeTakal TRied (CAG) &I RUld & 3UR S HTddR
DI fqumauT & uegd 31 TS|

e “The transition rate in secondary to higher secondary was only 70.3%, indicating that
approximately 30% of the students were not able to make the transition to higher classes,
either due to dropping out of school or due to not qualifying for promotion to the next level,”
the audit report on the State’s education sector stated.
IS T FA-AAS TR T YHH0 & Had 70.3% Ut 51 Ybd Sait § fob TR 30% BH
I Hefmadt & T8 uga I, 1 ot faead B1e 37 & HRU A1 3T TR & eifa & fae sriw
BH & BRUL,” I P e &7 R siifee KUl & g1 ma

e CAG pointed out that GER in secondary and higher-secondary levels declined in the State
during 2022-23 compared to 2018-19, even as the ratio improved nationally over the same
period.
CAG ST fh 2022-23 H ATeAMAS SR I-HIAHS TRI TR GER 2018-19 1 o1 § T4
o Ue T, Sef 3 $afd H AT TR W Ig U SR gof|

e Odisha’s Education Department did not analyse the reasons for the same, the report added.
o o o1 a1 fos SfifS=1 & g faum A $9d SRUN &1 favayor 51 fbar|

e It also flagged purported discrepancies in official records.

Reopls H wiyd fasieri &f o Rifga foam

e CAG found that the transition rate from the upper primary to the secondary level in 2018-19
for Bhadrak and Nuapada districts was more than 100%, which was not possible.
CAG T fis 2018-19 & Y5 3R JamureT foral & S= wufiies & Areafiies TR & Yhdur &
100% 9 D 2, S FHa =T8T Ul

o During 2018-23, 1.50 lakh to 5.47 lakh children enrolled in Classes 1 to 11, discontinued
education before reaching the immediate-higher classes while the dropout rate across
classes ranged from 3.12% to 7.26%.
2018-23 & GRM, HET 1 I 11 H AHIfHd 1.50 TG A 5.47 ORG a= - qid S Hefnsii §
Uga- 9 ugd gl e IS I, Siafds faftrs wems d gIusae & 3.12% 9 7.26% o oid 31|

o Moreover, 61,487 out-of-school children aged six to 18 years were not brought back into the
school education system during 2018-23, as per the report.

TS AT, 61,487 TY §=2 11 6 T 18 T & & 3R Tpdl § 916 U, 2018-23 F R faamerd
TRi& yoredt & g 81 @1e 1Y, Ruid & SR

e “The reasons for such decline in NER had not been analysed by the Odisha State Education
Programme Authority. However, ineffective measures to arrest the dropout of students
during the transition from upper primary to secondary, as well as inadequate school
infrastructure and facilities, were the indicative reasons for the decline in NER,” it stated.

“NER & 39 TSR &I IR1aC & HROT &7 SIS Iod el SRIHH Wm0 gRT favayor gt
o | gTedifes, 3= Urefiies @ A1ehfiveh TR H AhHUI & SRMA BB DI SMUAIC BH F b
¥ forg smyTdt Iumg, Ty & St faenay srawRe T 3R gfautd, NER § fiRTae & Tdad
PR " ST Pl T
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Stop linking Ladki
Bahin scheme with

MUMBAI
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis on

Tuesday warned a BJP
MLA and others from the
Opposition for repeatedly
mentioning the Mukhya-
mantri Majhi Ladki Bahin
scheme while raising “un-
related questions” during
Question Hour in the
Assembly.

Mr. Fadnavis got trig-
gered when his former per-
sonal assistant and Ausa
(Latur) BJP legislator, Abhi-
manyu Dattatray Pawar,
said, “We call them Ladki
Bahin, but their biggest
pain is illegal liquor. We
keep mentioning Ladki Ba-
hin when sisters in rural
areas raise their grievances
related to illegal liquor”

In response, Mr. Fadna-
vis warned, “No need to
mention Ladki Bahin in
everything, otherwise you
will have to sit at home.
The scheme will go on, and
women will continue to re-
ceive a monthly instal-
ment. Do not compare
with other schemes.”

Ladki Bahin was intro-

everything: Fadnavis

duced in July 2024, ahead
of the State Assembly elec-
tion, and has been sur-
rounded by controversies.

Under the scheme, wo-
men aged 21 to 65 with an
income below 2.5 lakh re-
ceive a monthly instalment
of ¥1,500, which Mahayuti
promised to raise to
¥2,500 per month if voted
to power.

Mr. Pawar reiterated
that the issue had been
raised in the previous ses-
sion and that, despite di-
rections to the Excise and
Food Departments, “noth-
ing substantial has been
done”. He demanded that,
under the Maharashtra
Prohibition Act of 1949, the
punishment for illegal and
counterfeit liquor sales be
increased to more than se-
ven years, and the fine
from ¥50,000 to % 5 lakh.

Addressing the Assemb-
ly, Congress MLA Jyoti
Gaikwad asked whether
the government’s 1,500
monthly aid under the
scheme is more important
than women’s safety.
“What will you do to im-
prove the safety and secur-
ity of women,” she asked.

Stop linking Ladki Bahin scheme
with everything: Fadnavis

asaﬁai%mﬂwﬁsﬁﬂﬁrﬁ

o Stop linking Ladki Bahin scheme with
everything: Fadnavis

D! dfeT TSI Bl &R Sl & Sl d B
HSudE

e Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Tuesday warned a BJP MLA and
others from the Opposition for repeatedly
mentioning the Mukhyamantri Majhi Ladki
Bahin scheme while raising “unrelated
questions” during Question Hour in the
Assembly.

HERTY & JEHA 4dg WSO A FAaR &I
fAETHT & U1 & TR “Srsfd Usr Sard
A Qe qieht des ot afgd aior &l IR-aR
IE 3 F R 0o BIP e iR fua &
3 H&Hl D! ddral dl|

¢ Mr. Fadnavis got triggered when his former
personal assistant and Ausa (Latur) BJP
legislator, Abhimanyu Dattatray Pawar, said,
“We call them Ladki Bahin, but their biggest
pain is illegal liquor. We keep mentioning Ladki
Bahin when sisters in rural areas raise their
grievances related to illegal liquor.”

S 3% gd foh TeTad 3R ST (@) BJP
faere A=Y GO 9aR A o581, 89 35
TSH! e HEd &, Al ITHT Jad §81 &g
3dY TRTF 5 | ATHOT & BT T8+ 31dY RS o
St Rieprrd IaT 8 3R a9 81 ds ! afg Bl

IR B 384 8,7 I8 &t BN AR g1 U

e Inresponse, Mr. Fadnavis warned, “No need to mention Ladki Bahin in everything, otherwise
you will have to sit at home. The scheme will go on, and women will continue to receive a
monthly instalment. Do not compare with other schemes.”

Sare |, ft BSUE 3 Adia o, B 910 H AS P! dig BT I B B oeRd el 8, Il
mm@g|mm@ﬁmmsﬁaﬁwmmm|wm
3 TP

o Ladki Bahin was introduced in July 2024, ahead of the State Assembly election, and has
been surrounded by controversies.

%q?nézomﬁﬁmmw@qﬁma%qmwaﬁné%ﬁsﬁ?%ﬁa@ﬁmw

e Under the scheme, women aged 21 to 65 with an income below ¥2.5 lakh receive a monthly
instalment of 1,500, which Mahayuti promised to raise to ¥2,500 per month if voted to power.
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TIoT & dgd 21 | 65 T HT ARRATY ! 31T 22.5 ARG W FH ©, 3= 1,500 AR fared
ot B, o ergfa A T | 3 W 22,500 Ui A1 B4 7 areT fsan i

e Mr. Pawar reiterated that the issue had been raised in the previous session and that, despite
directions to the Excise and Food Departments, “nothing substantial has been done”.

ot TR 7 SreRT fs TEy fUsa o & off I3 T AT SR SEBRT 7T @ faumT & e ¢

¥ SIAYC ‘TS 39 Tl fbar T gl
¢ He demanded that, under the Maharashtra Prohibition Act of 1949, the punishment for

illegal and counterfeit liquor sales be increased to more than seven years, and the fine from

¥50,000 to %5 lakh.

IgiA A B fb

NEW DELHI

Fifty-four civil society
groups and over 200 indi-
vidual signatories have put
out an open letter pushing
back against the expanding
use of Aadhaar-like digital
identity systems in coun-
tries other than India.

The two-page letter was
signed by organisations
such as Internet Freedom
Foundation; the Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan;
JNU Students Union; Safai
Karmachari Andolan; and
People’s Union for Civil Li-
berties (PUCL). It was also
endorsed by individuals
such as former Amnesty
International India chair
Aakar Patel, activist Jean
Dréze, and constitutional
law  scholar  Gautam
Bhatia.

The Centre has promot-

werTy ey Srfifraw 1949 & d8d 3dy 3R Tehell IRTS et b1 el A1l
T ¥ HfYF BT T 3R T 250,000 T TGIHR 25 ARG foa S|

e Addressing the Assembly, Congress MLA Jyoti Gaikwad asked whether the government’s
%1,500 monthly aid under the scheme is more important than women'’s safety.

AU 3! TSI Fxd §U SN faurs saifa Mawars = U1 & &1 dioHT & dgd IRER
T €1,500 TR gRIT Afgarstt &1 JRam ¥ 31fed Agayuf g1

o “What will you do to improve the safety and security of women,” she asked.

“Higamait B GR&M AR WET BT TgaR I & T 319 1 B, I8 gB|

‘Rise in global use
of Aadhaar-like ID
systems dangerous’
MLWW 54 civil society

groups and over 200
individuals criticise
move in open letter

ed digital identity systems
such as Aadhaar around
the world as a key plank of
digital public infrastruc-
ture, a concept that India is
promoting with both poli-
cy support and open
source tools, such as those
provided by the Modular
Open Source Identity Plat-
form (MOSIP). MOSIP,
which was largely deve-
loped by the IIIT Bengalu-
ru, does not use the same
technology as Aadhaar.

Some countries en-
gaged with MOSIP at va-
rious degrees include Mo-
rocco, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka, Ethiopia, and
Uganda.

‘Rise in global use of Aadhaar-like ID
systems dangerous’

fay TR W ey SR
gunferdl & IuAnT § gics WaRATS

) Fifty-four civil society groups and
over 200 individual signatories have put
out an open letter pushing back against the
expanding use of Aadhaar-like digital
identity systems in countries other than
India.

U ARIRSG THIS TYg! 3R 200 | ¥
AT gEATGRB TSN - Th Gl U oI}
far ], St YRA & s18R <20 A Aadhaar
it fefores ugem womelt & sgd IuEm
¥ faas 71
. The two-page letter was signed by
organisations such as Internet Freedom
Foundation; the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan; JNU Students Union; Safai
Karmachari Andolan; and People’s
Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL).

-gelg o IR T WeAT A geR fy o
Internet Freedom Foundation; Mazdoor
Kisan Shakti Sangathan; JNU Students
Union; Safai Karmachari Andolan; 3R
People’s Union for Civil Liberties
(PUCL)I
. It was also endorsed by individuals
such as former Amnesty International
India chair Aakar Patel, activist Jean
Dréze, and constitutional law scholar
Gautam Bhatia.

EREd E@ Uﬁ Amnesty International India

F 3IeHL ATHT Ued, PRIchd! Jean Dréze,
3R HdU% FHI AT Gautam Bhatia
ENRICTKIEY
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e The Centre has promoted digital identity systems such as Aadhaar around the world as a key
plank of digital public infrastructure, a concept that India is promoting with both policy support
and open source tools, such as those provided by the Modular Open Source Identity
Platform (MOSIP).
%% A Aadhaar ST f3frea ugam vonferdt &t gfan WR | fefted ardeifes sraeia & teh

WY & w0 H derar foar 2, Te ayRon o/ yRd Hiferd Ida 3R 3 9rf Suesi,
Modular Open Source Identity Platform (MOSIP) gRT deldl RG]

e MOSIP, which was largely developed by the IlIT Bengaluru, does not use the same

technology as Aadhaar.

MOSIP,
IUINT Tl HRdT|

ﬁ@rg@:m I T Bangalore gRT fasRd favam 7 o, Aadhaar S d&1 B

e Some countries engaged with MOSIP at various degrees include Morocco, the Philippines,
Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, and Uganda.

F3 o o1 fafts WRi TR MOSIP & 1Y IS &, 379 Morocco, the Philippines, Sri Lanka,

Ethiopia, 3N} Uganda N & |

Charting an agenda on the right to health

imed between Human Rights Day

(December 10) and Universal Health

Coverage Day (December 12), a significant
national gathering on public health is being
convened in New Delhi. The National Convention
on Health Rights (December 11-12, 2025), will offer
a unique platform for around 400 health
professionals, community leaders and health
activists to address India’s major health
challenges, while charting an agenda on the right
to health. Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan
(People’s Health Movement - India) which
comprises diverse networks and civil society
organisations from over 20 States, the convention
will draw lessons from the COVID-19 crisis, while
strengthening right to health initiatives and
presenting alternatives to the commercialisation
of health care.

Challenging privatisation

A major issue is the push for privatisation of
public health services. Expansion of
public-private partnerships is leading to medical
colleges and health facilities being handed over to
private players across India. This threatens to
dismantle already weakened public services,
while making health care unaffordable for crores
of Indians who rely on public health-care
provisioning. Leaders from movements against
privatisation in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Mumbai, Madhya Pradesh and tribal districts of
Gujarat will share insights and strategies, while
critiquing the impacts of privatisation on health
systems.

Commercial private health care in India has
rapidly expanded, fuelled by domestic and
foreign investments and pro-corporate policies.
But this boom has not been matched by
necessary regulation. Much after the Clinical
Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act
was enacted in 2010, its implementation remains
nominal. The consequences for patients include
frequent overcharging and unnecessary medical
procedures such as caesarean sections, opaque

Dr. Abhay Shukla
is a public health
physician and
national co-convenor
of the Jan

Swasthya Abhiyan

The National
Convention on
Health Rights
will offer a
platform to
address India’s
major health
challenges

pricing and violations of patient rights. The
convention will advocate for effective
implementation of regulatory frameworks
including rate standardisation, transparent
pricing, mandatory observance of the Charter of
Patient’s Rights, and accessible grievance redress
systems.

India has among the lowest financial
allocations for public health globally, with just 2%
of the Union Budget allocated for health services,
and annual per capita public spending at only
$25. Out-of-pocket expenses remain high, despite
disproportionate attention to
government-supported health insurance
schemes. At the convention, participants will
examine the gap between claims and ground
realities of these schemes and explore alternative
financing frameworks centred on enhanced
government spending, reduced out-of-pocket
costs, and equitable access.

Justice for health workers

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the
indispensable roles of frontline doctors, nurses,
paramedics and support staff. Yet, many still face
low wages, insecure employment, and
inadequate social security and working
conditions. During this convention, health
worker associations will highlight the need for
justice to health workers and resilient health
systems.

Medicines constitute up to half ofa
household’s medical spending, yet more than
80% of medicines in India remain outside price
control. Irrational drug combinations, unethical
marketing and high retail markups persist. The
convention’s session on access to medicines will
examine regulatory gaps, pricing barriers,
proposed removal of GST on medicines, and
expanding public sector production of essential
medicines.

The convention is to advocate for public health
systems that are capable of delivering universal,
quality services. With over 80 crore people in

India dependent on public provisioning, strong
public health services remain essential.
Participants will highlight community-led models
and successful state-level initiatives for
revitalising public systems, with decentralised
planning and community engagement. The vision
is to affirm health care as a fundamental right
anchored in robust, responsive public systems.

Eliminating discrimination

Entrenched social hierarchies continue to
influence access to health care. A special session
on gender and social justice will foreground the
experiences of Dalits, Adivasis, Muslims, LGBTQ+
persons, and persons with disabilities and others
towards embedding inclusion and
non-discrimination in health systems. The
convention also links health to broader
determinants, with a session covering food
security, environmental pollution and climate
change, which would explore intersectoral
strategies for health.

The convention has been timed during the
winter session of Parliament, and dialogue will be
held between delegates and Members of
Parliament to highlight pressing health policy
issues.

This year marks the 25th anniversary of Jan
Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA). During this time, the JSA
has worked across over 20 States with women’s
organisations, science groups, rural movements,
patient groups and civil society networks to
advance diverse health rights and pro-people
policies. The convention will celebrate this
legacy, renewing long-standing alliances, and
strategising for the future. The National
Convention on Health Rights is a call to action for
everyone in India who believes that health must
be a basic human right. Lessons from past
campaigns will meet the energies of the present,
shaping a popular narrative and demands for
policies to ensure the right to health for all in the
decade ahead. The overarching message remains
clear: health care for people, not for profits.

Charting an agenda

on the !'ight to health
WA & AR R T TsisT fAyifva s-r

Timed between Human Rights Day and Universal Health Coverage Day

AFAIfUPR fead R e ey Havs oy & 9= smafora
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Timed between Human Rights Day (December 10) and Universal Health Coverage Day
(December 12), a significant national gathering on public health is being convened in New
Delhi.

AFAfUPR 3w (10 fewaR) 3k ard+ifie e wavs feaw (12 fad®R) & a9,
I WA TR TS Hga@yul IS THT 775 feeat & Safrd & ol %81 8

The National Convention on Health Rights (December 11-12, 2025), will offer a unique
platform for around 400 health professionals, community leaders and health activists to
address India’s major health challenges, while charting an agenda on the right to health.
P TR YR T (11-12 fEHTR 2025) ATHT 400 TR Gia,

Aarei 3R Wy srdFaist & YR & U WG I IR faaR #RA 3R Wy
SHYPR R TSI IR PR & oY T SFRAT Hd UGH BT |

Organised by Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (People’s Health Movement — India) which comprises
diverse networks and civil society organisations from over 20 States, the convention will draw
lessons from the COVID-19 crisis, while strengthening right to health initiatives and
presenting alternatives to the commercialisation of health care.

g T oI WA FTE gRT maiford fovar T g, foraw 20 | 3iftres Irsal & fafdy
Jedd 3R ARG JATS TS M &, 3R I8 COVID-19 Tehe I ARG AN, WY HYBR
Ugd! ! Aolgd BT SR WA Ya1sit & SATTERIIHRYT & fAdhed TRgd B

Challenging privatisation

A major issue is the push for privatisation of public health services.
TH U g idei-d el qarsit & feiievor ot sgdt ugi g |

Expansion of public—private partnerships is leading to medical colleges and health facilities
being handed over to private players across India.

¥ faR ¥ URd WR B fafore Aerfaenay iR Wy gfaurd fHen
aaa%@'tﬂwﬁé’l

This threatens to dismantle already weakened public services, while making health care
unaffordable for crores of Indians who rely on public health-care provisioning.

IE Ugd ¥ HHSR Aded Garshl &l 3R &oRd $ &1 SReH Ual axdl 8, 3R Adsid
W YUITell R Ak et YR & fore T Jareit o eRyg=1H U | 98 1 3T ol
Leaders from movements against privatisation in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Mumbai,
Madhya Pradesh and tribal districts of Gujarat will share insights and strategies, while
critiquing the |mpacts of privatisation on health systems.

3{T8] T, Plce, Has, Hed YR 3R ToRId & eardt et & Fofierur-faRieh siget &
?ﬁmﬁaﬁm@vwﬁﬁmwﬁﬁﬁwwﬁ@mﬁ@mm%m@ﬁﬁ&n
|

Commercial private health care in India has rapidly expanded, fuelled by domestic and foreign
investments and pro-corporate policies.

éaiq faa=h fAawr aur HRURe-gafe Hifadl & SR HRd | ot TRy Jani dot § §¢

But this boom has not been matched by necessary regulation.
A 30 gfa & Y axa foram T2 gan 7|

Much after the Clinical Establishments (Registration and Regulation) Act 2010 was
enacted, its |mplementat|on remains nominal.

] 1 U 2010 & AR & aut a1g *ft 3THT foharaae ArTaT &1
|

The consequences for patients include frequent overcharging, unnecessary medical
procedures such as caesarean sections, opaque prlcmg and violations of patlent rights.
W%Wsﬂ%qﬁﬂmﬁaﬁhﬁwaﬁm aferaTd (oI T-Jawm),
3y ged feior, 3R It sif¥reRY &1 Iewa Iw & |

The convention will advocate for effective implementation of regulatory frameworks including
rate standardisation, transparent pricing, mandatory observance of the Charter of
Patient’s Rights, and accessible grievance redress systems.
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AT | g3 AT IHR, UReRM qeu fufeor, If SRR v &1 sifvard urer, ok gay
Rrerd AR yonfey wiga Fame el & guId fraraad &1 31 &t S|

India has among the lowest financial allocations for public health globally, with just 2% of
the Union Budget allocated for health services, and annual per capita public spending at
only $25.

YR H FrdoTes Wi & oy fay TR R gaa w9 faxfty srdedl 8 9 ts 3, By soie &1
Hadt 2% e Jasit & g srdfed B, 3R aiffe ufay safe ardwifes @l b 25 sfeR 21

Out-of-pocket expenses remain high, despite disproportionate attention to government-
supported health insurance schemes.

WRHR-FARST W ST Aomst IR SHAfid & o1 & SIdve ¥a-faxaiivd Wka =g
9gd AAF S g3 R

At the convention, participants will examine the gap between claims and ground realities of
these schemes and explore alternative financing frameworks centred on enhanced
government spending, reduced out-of-pocket costs, and equitable access.

AT B ufqurht 39 qiorreit & gt iR aRdfde fRUfd & S 3R &1 Teflen o3 3R TR
i fITUITTT gfal T 30T B S ARPRY W g¢1, W-Ivnfid o9 ge[, iR
UM Ugd &l dx J 79d B

Justice for health workers

ey Hival & fore =

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the indispensable roles of frontline doctors, nurses,
paramedics and support staff.

HIfdS-19 TEMERT A 4 Ufadd & Slacl, T4, TI-Afsa 3R Tganht il ot sifart
YffrepTell 1 ISR fasan

Yet, many still face low wages, insecure employment, and inadequate social security and
working conditions.

iR 1, s AT 3Tt 1 e, SRRFA ASHIR, Sl AT YREM R WR1E SR
oRfRUfR &1 JeT v B

During this convention, health worker associations will highlight the need for justice to health
workers and resilient health systems.

T qrEie N Wy HuT el gRT Wy Sifat & forg =m 3R Yeg ey yonfed! &b
IS Bl ISR a1 Se|

Medicines constitute up to half of a household’s medical spending, yet more than 80% of
medicines in India remain outside price control.
gand e e @< &1 @y s fewr gt ], fhR ot 4Rd o 80% T 31 gad geur
fizror & 9T B
Irrational drug combinations, unethical marketing and high retail markups persist.

a1 Ao, 3 Ao 3R 3rafiies a1 JThT ORI g |
The convention’s session on access to medicines will examine regulatory gaps, pricing

barriers, proposed removal of GST on medicines, and expanding public sector production of
essential medicines.

Tarsft O Ugd W WA S 9 A @1iidl, Tod emsf, garsil IR Siewe! e & udd
3R 3Ma=TSH garslt & Aol &5 & IJdTed & fOXdR BT e S|

The convention is to advocate for public health systems that are capable of delivering
universal, quality services.

gk i 3R Torayuf Jard 37 H Wew o+ g Jonferdt & qa= &) adiaq
|

With over 80 crore people in India dependent on public provisioning, strong public health
services remain essential.

YR H 80 RIS H AP N Wreiwif1eb W@y Faneft | MR 8, 3fer Yeg e W
I 31T HIRTS ¢ |

Participants will highlight community-led models and successful state-level initiatives for
revitalising public systems, with decentralised planning and community engagement.
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yferTt fadh-sfiepd ST SR Areifie HRTar & A1 St Fomierd 1 Frad R 8
THET-3MTRT ATSd 3R T AoT-TR1T Ugd! Bl Udd |

The vision is to affirm health care as a fundamental right anchored in robust, responsive
public systems.

=¥ Ug § & ey Aa1 &1 Yeg ik StRer grdwfie gunfedl § i te Aifere iR &
U ¥ ™10 forar S|

Eliminating discrimination
UGHTT DI FATG BT

Entrenched social hierarchies continue to influence access to health care. _
T SIS ST TSI Uashd STl o} ey Jarsf 9% Ugd & THTfad d’d & |
A special session on gender and social justice will foreground the experiences of Dalits,

Adivasis, Muslims, LGBTQ+ persons, and persons with disabilities and others towards
embeddmg inclusion and non-discrimination in health systems.

e 3R FrTfoTs =ama WR U AR T gferdl, Snfearyal, TaemH!, Tasiald iagy+ sfdaar,
fapai el iR 31 TGRN & Ml B hg | I@d gU WA YUTferdi H TH1aRH 3R
eI EfFDI0 BT AU B

The convention also links health to broader determinants, with a session covering food
security, environmental pollution and climate change, which would explore intersectoral
strategies for health.

T WA &I S FeRe! 9 Hf Sisar g, s @ [Ref, TaiaRor ugyor 3R Sedar
URad= TR 9 Y § o W 2 Siafduria Yo B @ s

The convention has been timed during the winter session of Parliament, and dialogue will be

held between delegates and Members of Parliament to highlight pressing health policy issues.

T B GG & BT T & SR AT far Tar 8, ik Heayuf Wy =ifa gei &t
ISR 3 /g Uil 3ik wiael & siter ST gl

This year marks the 25th anniversary of Jan Swasthya Abhiyan (JSA).

39 9Y 5 Wy g (ST9T) $i 25dF IES B

During this time, the JSA has worked across over 20 States with women’s organisations,
science groups, rural movements, patient groups and civil society networks to advance
diverse health rights and pro-people policies.

29 3fafy A Sugu A 20 F Sif¥e st § wigar Sel, fagme wgt, andtor sriciert, e Tt
sﬁwrg%wﬁaa%%mumm@ﬁﬁuw fYBRT 3R sH-fedelt Hiferat & amt
EEIRIN]

The convention will celebrate this legacy, renewing long-standing alliances, and strategising
for the future.

T 39 fRd &1 Ia AT, e 90T I el 317 I8! AIeialidl & gsiiad Hm 3R
HiqS & U ST

The National Convention on Health Rights is a call to action for everyone in India who
believes that health must be a basic human right.

RIS WA BRI YRA & YD TG P [T HRATS BT M & Sl AFAT & b
WA U Hd HHd 3HYBR g1 Mg

Lessons from past campaigns will meet the energies of the present, shapping a popular
narrative and demands for policies to ensure the right to health for all in the decade ahead.

3reltd & T 9 el I aaaE Solt 9 e, iR o ar ave § 9t & fog W
ISR AT B 8 SH-MTRT FHUT R Ffoerd A TR givit

The overarching message remains clear: health care for people, not for profits.

T TS WY §: WY 9t antl & o gf, arH & forg =gt
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Could IndiGo have hired more pilots to prevent the crisis?

Even adding 900 more pilots would have cost IndiGo just a fraction of the airline's annual profits

DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nitika Francis
Devyanshi Bihani

tarting this month, IndiGo’s
s operations unravelled as

thousands of flights were
cancelled. The primary trigger
was the airline’s failure to prepare
for the new pilot rest and duty
norms (Phase II), which came into
full effect on November 1, 2025.
These stricter mandates — specifi-
cally raising the weekly rest period
of pilots from 36 to 48 hours and
capping night landings - effective-
ly shrank the available pool of pilot
hours. The company informed of-
ficials that “misjudgement and
planning gaps” led to the fiasco.

IndiGo is managing the current
crisis by contracting its daily oper-
ations from 2,300 to approximate-
ly 1,800-1,900 flights. This creates
a distinct ‘lose-lose” scenario: the
airline limits its output, and pas-
sengers face reduced connectivity.
The impact is magnified by Indi-
Go’s sheer dominance; its market
share — measured in Revenue Pas-
senger Kilometers — has climbed
from under 40% in 2015-16 to over
60% in 2024-25 (Chart 1). Its near-
est competitor, Air India, trails sig-
nificantly at roughly 14%. With riv-
als grappling with their own
aircraft shortages and scale limita-
tions, the broader industry is ill-
equipped to bridge the supply gap
left by the market leader.

Could IndiGo have averted this
fiasco by aligning its hiring strategy
with the impending regulatory
shifts? According to a recent report
by Mint, the airline intends to on-
board over 900 pilots by next De-
cember, with an initial intake of
about 160 by February. Could this
have been done before?

To understand the crisis, con-
sider IndiGo’s massive operational
expansion. Chart 2 plots IndiGo’s
share in total industry pilots versus
total flying hours. In 2019-20, Indi-

Go had 44.6% of all pilots and con-
tributed to 42.1% of total flight
hours. By 2023-24, its pilot share
dipped to 43.6% while flight hours
surged to 50.9%. While this does
not strictly prove that pilots are
‘overworked’, it hints at a diver-
gence of operations scaling up sig-
nificantly, but the pilot workforce
not keeping pace.

Capt. A. Ranganathan, a former
airline instructor pilot and aviation
safety adviser, confirms this. “Indi-
Go knew very well that they
should have hired more pilots by
November 1 this year. Despite not
doing that, they applied for appro-
val for the winter schedule this
year. They actually increased the
number of flights, which was ap-
proved by the DGCA.”

Would hiring more pilots erode
the bottom line of IndiGo, the only
consistently profitable Indian car-
rier? To answer this, we analysed
pilot expenditures. In 2023-24, In-
diGo spent 31,217 million on
5,038 pilots, averaging ¥6.2 million
per pilot annually (Chart 3A). This
figure is slightly lower than Air In-
dia’s, yet higher than SpiceJet’s
(Chart 3B). With plans to onboard
900 new pilots by next year, a
back-of-the-envelope calculation
projects an additional annual cost
of roughly 5,500 million.

This additional 5,500 million
outlay constitutes merely 6-8% of
IndiGo’s Profit After Tax, which
stood at ¥8L.6 billion in 2023-24
and ¥72.5 billion in 2024-25 (Chart
4). Even if we assume these hires
are strictly for compliance rather
than expansion, the trade-off is
stark: the airline had to forego less
than 8% of its surplus to insulate it-
self from this fiasco. It remains to
be seen if the actual losses from
the current crisis will outweigh
this expense.

According to Capt. Ranganath-
an, IndiGo will in fact struggle to
complete these additional hires.
He noted that the airline delayed
promoting many Senior First Offic-
ers to Captains, prompting an exo-
dus of pilots. He also highlighted
that allowances have been cut.

Penny wise, pound foolish?

The data for the charts were sourced from the Handbook on Civil Aviation Statistics and other reports published by
the Directorate General of Civil Aviation

Chart 1: Market share of select airlines measured in terms of
passenger kilometres (figures n %)

Chart 2:IndiGo's share in total pilots and total flying hours of
allairlines. Figures in %
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expenditure incurred by

Chart 3B: Average
expenditure incurred by
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Figures in Chart 3A 2 |
and Chart 38 include
expenditure incurred
byairlines on pilots
and co-pilots.

SpiceJet IndiGo AirIndia

Chart 4: Net profit or loss recorded by IndiGo after income taxin
the last decade (Figures in 2 Million)
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Could IndiGo have hired more pilots to prevent the crisis?

T IndiGo P Urade e Hd dde HI AP advdl A2

e Even adding 900 more pilots would have cost IndiGo just a fraction of the airline's annual
profits
900 3R UIIEE SIS ¥ IndiGo ! TIRATS & dlies YT b1 had U DIl 87T W BT
ggdl

¢ IndiGo’s operations unravelled as thousands of flights were cancelled starting this month.
ST HEH &1 Y31 | ST & e de@s] U difdh §olR] S8 g B &l e

e The primary trigger was the airline’s failure to prepare for the new pilot rest and duty norms
(Phase Il) which came into full effect on November 1, 2025.
T HRUT T AT o TIRATSH -1U Urgde faym iR St A (Phase Il) & fTT daRt &3 &
fatrer X&t, S 1 A9 2025 ¥ I RE AN E T

e These stricter mandates — specifically raising the weekly rest period of pilots from 36 to 48
hours and capping nlght Iandlngs — shrank the pool of available pilot hours.

39 I%d fFrmt — P IR fIUTH BT 36 T TSTPR 48 TS BT 3R Id | AfeST
ﬁ@mmmmﬁaw—ﬁmwaﬁ$uﬁaﬁwwﬁm|
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The company informed officials that “misjudgement and planning gaps” led to the fiasco.
SITIBINRG! &1 FarT fas “TTard ok SR o &t WAl & HRUT T8 Fdbe Ual gal

IndiGo is managing the crisis by contracting daily operations from 2,300 flights to

apprOX|mater1 800-1,900 flights.

%‘sﬁﬂ‘rsﬂw TR ) IS TS 2,300 | TETHR THT 1,800-1,900 TP FHTT T&)
I

This creates a ‘lose-lose’ scenario: the airline limits output, passengers face reduced

connectivity.

Ig Ud BR-8R’ U T1AT §: TRETSA IdTe gerd &, Bl d-faeide! @l &d |

The impact is magnified by IndiGo’s dominance; its market share has climbed from under

40% in 2015-16 to over 60% in 2024-25.

&M & UYd & BRI THIT 3R §¢ ST §; SR JoTR SR 2015-16 H 40% A FH I TG

2024-25 ® 60% & 3HfUFH T T

Air India trails behind at roughly 14%.

TR 3T T 14% & 38 & T H1oht Ui ¢ |

With rivals facing aircraft shortages, the industry is ill-equipped to fill the gap left by IndiGo.

;ﬁwﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂ%mmmmmﬂéﬁ%aﬁwmﬁﬂmﬁ
I

IndiGo plans to onboard 900 pilots by next December, with 160 pilots by February.

M SATA RATSR % 900 URIEY I el e SR HRaR) de 160 URTAE! &) e Pt )
ST &1 38T 5|

IndiGo’s operational expansion surged:

M & T fowR ¥ oY 3f< g

In 2019-20, it had 44.6% of pilots and 42.1% of total flight hours.

2019-20 B SR 3 U 44.6% UTIEIE 3R 42.1% P IS °e Y|

By 2023-24, pilot share dipped to 43.6%, while flight hours surged to 50.9%.

2023-24 T UTIeIC GRT UCehr 43.6% I§ 1, Selfh IS e TghR 50.9% &1 Y|

Capt. A. Ranganathan noted that IndiGo should have hired more pilots before November 1
but instead increased the number of flights.

HPH T TFRA A g1 o 3fST &1 1 AdaR ¥ Ugd 31 graac! &1 Ul o1 arfee o, afde
I ISHI B =T F¢T 2|

Hiring more pilots was financially feasible.

31ere Urgdc! B Ml [l U & 64T ot

In 2023-24, IndiGo spent ¥31,217 million on 5,038 pilots, averaging ¥6.2 million per pilot
annually.

2023-24 § 3f&T = 231,217 fAferast 1 @ 5,038 Urg@el W o, I Ul gree 26.2
frferas anfdes |

Hiring 900 new pilots would cost roughly ¥5,500 million annually.

900 T URIEE] Bt Hll & TTHT 25,500 FAfer &1 arftfes W Sad|

This cost is only 6—-8% of IndiGo’s Profit After Tax, which was ¥81.6 billion (2023-24) and
Z72.5 billion (2024-25).

g W ST & PRI AT &1 AT 6-8% ¢, S €81.6 fafera (2023-24) 3R #72.5 faferas
(2024-25) 4Tl

Thus, the airline could have avoided the crisis by spending less than 8% of its surplus.

U UDR, TIRATRA 30 IR BT 8% A HH Td I Jg Hdhc <rd qdbd 2|

Capt. Ranganathan noted that hiring will now be difficult due to delay in promoting Senior
First Officers and cutting allowances.

P T 3 garn [ aky yun feRal ol ueafa & ¢ 3R =il A Seldl & BRI 3F
Wil JfRed gl
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GS Paper ll: International Relations
TOPICS COVERED |10 December
1.

Trump mulls tariffs on Indian rice; move may affect U.S. more

YR I1ad TR Y[eP A WR U & f[AOR; I8 HeH fRe1 &1 sifte

YU B gl 8

2.
Goa nightclub blaze: police issue LOC against 2 more ‘owners’; illegal
shack razed
TaT ATgeadd 3T Yferg A 2 3R ‘wnfere’ & faamw Loc it foram; sray
S ST T

3.
SURYAKIRAN-XIX: India-Nepal Army exercise concludes in Uttarakhand
SURYAKIRAN-XIX: HRA-AUTd IT 31T SIRTES | T90A

4. QuUIZz

5.

ICC sentences Sudanese militia leader to 20 years imprisonment

Icc 3 eI fAfafRmar At &t 20 e Bt oFa Bt o AT

Page28

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 997193248
Website : patrioticias.in ey



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Trump mulls tarifts
on Indian rice; move
may affect U.S. more

T.! |! !!ara! !aﬂ'!!van

NEW DELHI

Days before a U.S. team of
negotiators is to visit India
to discuss tariffs, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
hinted at imposing further
tariffs on India, this time
on rice, to prevent it from
“dumping” rice in the U.S.

However, an analysis of
trade data between the
two countries shows that
such tariffs would hurt the
U.S. far more than India
since only about 3% of In-
dia’s rice exports go to the
U.S., whereas Indian rice
makes up more than one-
fourth of the quantity im-
ported into the U.S.

In other words, for rice,
the U.S. is not a major ex-
port destination for India,
but India is a major import
source for the U.S.

The Hindu had recently
reported that a U.S. team
of negotiators led by Depu-
ty U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Rick Switzer would be
in New Delhi on December
10-12 to discuss tariffs with
the Indian side. The U.S.
has currently imposed a to-
tal of 50% tariffs on im-
ports from India.

At a meeting in the
White House, when a farm-
ers’ representative com-
plained that India, Thai-
land and other countries
were “dumping” rice in the

U.S., Mr. Trump asked the
U.S. Secretary of the Trea-
sury Scott Bessent: “Why is
India allowed to do that?
They have to pay tariffs. Do
they have an exemption on
rice?”

Later, he said the issue
can be solved “so quickly
with tariffs” on these coun-
tries that are “illegally ship-
ping” into the U.S.

Global reach

According to data with the
Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, India exported
rice worth $391.74 million
to the U.S. in 2023-24,
which makes up about
3.1% of India’s total rice
shipments.

India exports rice to 179
other countries.

On the other hand, data
from the World Integrated
Trade Solutions website
shows India accounted for
about 26% of the $1.6 bil-
lion worth of rice the U.S.
imported in 2024.

“President Trump’s
threat on December 8 to
impose new tariffs on In-
dian rice, announced
alongside a U.S. farm relief
package, looks driven
more by domestic politics
than by trade logic,” Ajay
Srivastava, founder of
think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative, and
former Director General of
Foreign Trade said.

Trump mulls tariffs on Indian rice;
move may affect U.S. more

YR A19d R Y[eP T W T BT
foOR; ug Heu MR®T ot 3iftr®w
YT B IhdT 8

o Days before a U.S. team of negotiators is to
visit India to discuss tariffs, U.S. President
Donald Trump has hinted at imposing further
tariffs on India, this time on rice, to prevent it
from “dumping” rice in the U.S.

SARBT P! T AAHR EH & HRA 31 I S
{271 Ugd, SIHTeS ¢U 7 HRA WR 3R Yewb T
&1 Hobd 31 3, 9 IR 9199 R, MM I8
ARG H A1ad “SU” BHA U DT Sl b |
o However, an analysis of trade data between
the two countries shows that such tariffs would
hurt the U.S. far more than India since only
about 3% of India’s rice exports go to the U.S.,
whereas Indian rice makes up more than one-
fourth of the quantity imported into the U.S.
BT, G =N & MR SHidre & favasor d
el Tl § b U8 e SANST B WRe BT
T H Fgt o JHu Uganed, Fiifs URd
& Had 3% AGd Fafd AR I &, Tafh
AR P AT 3T BT TH-UTS T 34fH
YR 919 ¢ |
¢ In other words, for rice, the U.S. is not a
major export destination for India, but India is a
major import source for the U.S.

TR Tsal |, I1ad & ol SMReT YRd &1 g9
frafa e 75l &, AfpT WRT st & fog
ST ST A ¢ |
e The Hindu had recently reported that a U.S.
team of negotiators led by Deputy U.S. Trade
Representative Rick Switzer would be in New
Delhi on December 10-12 to discuss tariffs with
the Indian side. The U.S. has currently imposed
a total of 50% tariffs on imports from India.

T fg A g &1 & Ruld fosan o1 for skt 9u
R yfafAe e Raeer & Aqa 4 ta
SR EH 10-12 fRiaR &1 =15 Il § YRA &
Y e R a1 BT | ARET A g H HRA
Y TS R $d 50% e AT §3AT 2|

o At a meeting in the White House, when a
farmers’ representative complained that India,
Thailand and other countries were “dumping”
rice in the U.S., Mr. Trump asked the U.S.
Secretary of the Treasury Scott Bessent: “Why

is India allowed to do that? They have to pay tariffs. Do they have an exemption on rice?”
FTEC T3 $I UH 93 |, 79 [haH! & TP Ui 3 Riswrrd &1 i yRa, ursde 8k o/
231 3T B F1ae “SU HR B 7, Al 20 7 MRt HIY Tl Wi S/ A GHT: “URd BI T4
PR B SAR T 82 I8 e o1 RN T 3% I19d R HIs Fe THell g2

e Later, he said the issue can be solved “so quickly with tariffs” on these countries that are
“illegally shipping” into the U.S.
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¢ § I Fe fb 37 <=0 W Yeb TR, S SARHT & “3dy U I U9 35 8, T “qgd
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Global r%ach

df¥y® uge

According to data with the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, India exported rice worth
$391.74 million to the U.S. in 2023-24, which makes up about 3.1% of India’s total rice
shipments.

IO Td I HATTT & 3fidbe! & AR, YR 7 2023-24 H 3R &1 391.74 A=
IR 4o &1 919d fafd fasa, S YRd &t ot a9d QI &1 Had 3.1% &1
India exports rice to 179 other countries.

YR 179 37 3T ! 19 Fafd sarg|

On the other hand, data from the World Integrated Trade Solutions website shows India
accounted for about 26% of the $1.6 billion worth of rice the U.S. imported in 2024.

TR 3R, IS AU S o8 WAIeYRIN dauTEe & Hidhs fawmd § o 2024 T smfert gRT Smard
T MU 1.6 faferaT STeR & 91ad & URA &1 fgERT AT 26% i

“President Trump’s threat on December 8 to impose new tariffs on Indian rice, announced
alongside a U.S. farm relief package, looks driven more by domestic politics than by trade
logic,” Ajay Srivastava, founder of think tank Global Trade Research Initiative, and former
Director General of Foreign Trade said.

i o Teilee gs e sfiRigfed & dwime ok faewr TR & qd AR srod
ard = Bgl fb 8 fgHaR o1 YR A1 IR T Y[eb I &1 ¢U i yH !, for g sriRas!
TR T A  Tr GG o T, IR o @ e W Ao @ IR T 2
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Goa nightclub blaze: police
issue LOC against 2 more
‘owners’; illegal shack razed

One of them is a British citizen: police; help sought from Interpol, through the CBL for locating the

two main owners, says CM; Tourism Dept. demolishes beach shack illegally constructed by Luthras

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI/PANAJI

oa Police on Tues-

day issued a Loo-

kout Circular (LOC)
against two persons of the
‘Birch by Romeo Lane’
nightclub, an action taken
after the club’s two owners
managed to flee the coun-
try to Thailand, just hours
following the devastating
Saturday blaze that killed
25 people.

The LOC was issued
against Ajay Gupta and Su-
rinder Kumar Khosla, a
British citizen, Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) of
Police Varsha Sharma told
reporters. She said the two
were also believed to own
the nightclub.

Saurabh Luthra and Gau-
rav Luthra, the two prim-
ary owners of the night-
club, had fled to Phuket in
Thailand following the Sa-
turday night tragedy in
Arpora.

The Goa Chief Minister’s
office said that an Interpol
Blue Corner Notice, meant
to gather information about
the accused, has been is-
sued against the duo.

A portion of the Romeo Lane restaurant being demolished by the
district administration ofificials in Panaji on Tuesday. ANI

Mr. Sharma said the new
LOCs against Mr. Gupta and
Mr. Khosla have been is-
sued, and assistance is be-
ing sought from Interpol,
through the CBI, for locat-
ing the Luthras.

“All attempts are being
made to get them back to
India,” Mr. Sharma said,
noting that the tracing at-
tempts began immediately
after the fire.

Then Director of Pan-
chayat Siddhi Halarnkar
and then Goa State Pollu-
tion Control Board Member
Secretary Shamila Montei-
ro have been asked to join
the investigation, the DIG
said.

The Goa Tourism De-
partment demolished ‘Ro-
meo Lane’, a beach shack
illegally constructed at Va-
gator by the Luthras, on the
directive of Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant, and re-
claimed the 198 sq. mt of
land.

Police have so far arrest-
ed five people in connec-
tion with the incident,
which include Chief Gener-
al Manager Rajiv Modak,
General Manager Vivek
Singh, Bar Manager Rajiv
Singhania, gate manager Ri-
yanshu Thakur and an em-
ployee Bharat Kohli.

Mr. Kohli, a resident of
Delhi, was allegedly res-

ponsible for overseeing the
daily operations of the
nightclub and was arrested
in the national capital.

Pradeep Ghadi Amon-
kar, the original landowner,
stepped forward, stating he
has fought a 20 year legal
battle against Khosla, alleg-
ing persistent illegalities on
the property.

“I have been fighting a
battle for the last 20 years
against Khosla, who has
been involved in all kinds of
illegalities in this property
(land) I own,” he said.

Petition filed

The Goa Bench of the Bom-
bay High Court will hear on
December 16 a public inter-
est litigation petition seek-
ing a court-monitored in-
vestigation into the Arpora
nightclub fire on December
6. The petition, filed by so-
cial activist Aishwarya Ar-
jun Salgaonkar, alleges
“grave, recurring failures of
public safety, regulatory
oversight, fire safety enfor-
cement, disaster prepared-
ness, and crowd manage-
ment in Goa”, and calls for
reforms to prevent such
tragedies.

illegal shack

4T ATseaad 3TT: Yfery 7 2 3R wifere ! & f¥arw Loc it forar; sy A
CHU IR

One of them is a British citizen: police; help sought from Interpol, through the CBI, for
locating the two main owners, says CM; Tourism Dept. demolishes beach shack illegally

constructed by Luthras

I § e fafew amifyes ©: gferw;

& qA HIfA®! BT Udl @ & oY gevdia 4, Hidteng &

e & Tt il 7S, GereEt 3 waT; T fAunT 3 GURT gRT 3faY T4 J §9U N 69 Ah

P 3% |
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Goa Police on Tuesday issued a Lookout Circular (LOC) against two persons of the ‘Birch
by Romeo Lane’ nightclub, an action taken after the club’s two owners managed to flee the
country to Thailand, just hours following the devastating Saturday blaze that killed 25 people.
ﬁmqﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁaﬂﬁ T I AT A AZead & ol AfGadl & RATh GPhSATSE TPaAX
(LOC) SR {31, I8 PRATs qd BT T3 o1d I & &1 HIferP YTEAS HFT Y, VAR BT &l
o7 31T § 25 @RT IR 9F & $© g1 Uc JIg |

The LOC was issued against Ajay Gupta and Surinder Kumar Khosla, a British citizen,
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of Police Varsha Sharma told reporters. She said the two
were also believed to own the nightclub.

gferg 1 f37 Saer SRA (DIG) st =i = §amn i LOC 3rerg T 3R JiRer $HR
Qe 5t ues fafesr arifive §, & s iRt fosan manl 361 el & <l &1 Aigcaas &1
Aferes ft 7T S €

Saurabh Luthra and Gaurav Luthra, the two primary owners of the nightclub, had fled to
Phuket in Thailand following the Saturday night tragedy in Arpora.

TZCHId & & o AIAd ARY FURT IR TG FURT AR Id ORI H g8 TG & I
Fhd (USaS) YT A

The Goa Chief Minister’s office said that an Interpol Blue Corner Notice, meant to gather
information about the accused, has been issued against the duo.

e TR Srfad 3 ©8l fb AR & SR H STHGRI SH5T B & o Th Fevuld &
B A IR far T gl
Mr. Sharma said the new LOCs against Mr. Gupta and Mr. Khosla have been issued, and
assistance is being sought from Interpol, through the CBI, for locating the Luthras.

34f A BT 3 T 3R W & f¥as TU LoC S’ fbg 7T §, SR R o1 Gie & forg
geurd I Ailems & AreaH A geradi Al o 6 8

“All attempts are being made to get them back to India,” Mr. Sharma said, noting that the
tracing attempts began immediately after the fire.

I8 HRT I109 A & forg It var fare 1 3% €, I 2 FeT, I8 9ard gU foh ST 6 qRd o1
T R HR Y 1 i
Then Director of Panchayat Siddhi Halarnkar and then Goa State Pollution Control Board
Member Secretary Shamila Monteiro have been asked to join the investigation, the DIG
said.

S13TEon A Hel i TahTete Uamad Foxie ffs gravfes Sik MiaT g UguuT Fa=0 a1 &1
I Te Je Ifad Trfter Hie) & S & 2 81 & forg we1 gl
The Goa Tourism Department demolished ‘Romeo Lane’, a beach shack illegally constructed
at Vagator by the Luthras, on the directive of Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, and reclaimed
the 198 sq. mt of land.

a1 e fqURT 3 et yHie |Ed & MEY IR @RT gRI e R | 3dy ¥4 4 [fd g
% AR AT B gl fean ok 198 ot Wiex i &1 aruw femm
Police have so far arrested five people in connection with the incident, which include Chief
General Manager Rajiv Modak, General Manager Vivek Singh, Bar Manager Rajiv
Singhania, gate manager Riyanshu Thakur and an employee Bharat Kohli.

e A 81d b el & Rarid 3 9ig dil & IRER a1 g, foF 9t SRd B-oR Ieig
Me®, oFRa Tor fad® fRig, IR AR Ireita Riefaar, e B3sR faig s1ew 3k T
FHARY U Bigel M § |

Mr. Kohli, a resident of Delhi, was allegedly responsible for overseeing the daily operations of
the nightclub and was arrested in the national capital.

faeelt e Hliech HRIT IR R TReTd & ¢Hd FaTad B GENd & forg THER o7 3k 39
RIS ISy H FTRTIR fobar |

Pradeep Ghadi Amonkar, the original landowner, stepped forward, stating he has fought a
20 year Iegal battle against Khosla, alleging persistent illegalities on the property.

eI E NG YT UTEY SR ST 3T, 35 el fob d W & Raeih 20 Aret 1
DI ASTS TS g &, ARIY T U fob Jufl R AR 3fay fafaferar gt xg off|

“I have been fighting a battle for the last 20 years against Khosla, who has been involved in
all kinds of illegalities in this property (land) | own,” he said.
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33y fafafermt & wnfira TR 1

Petition filed
IfIeT SRR

e The Goa Bench of the Bombay High Court will hear on December 16 a public interest
litigation petition seeking a court-monitored investigation into the Arpora nightclub fire on
December 6.

Itdl BTS PIC BI MaT UIs 16 feiaR 1 6 fedaR &1 S{URT ATScaad 37T &1 fgrad-FRifEd
Sia &1 HiTT aTell SHed aifdes! IR gAdTs B |

e The petition, filed by social activist Aishwarya Arjun Salgaonkar, alleges “grave, recurring
failures of public safety, regulatory oversight, fire safety enforcement, disaster preparedness,
and crowd management in Goa”, and calls for reforms to prevent such tragedies.

TR PRIt Yyt Sof TTeTIaaR gRT AR AT & HRIT I T 2 5 e &
e qRef, Farme TR, Siff gRam yad, simer dart oiR Hie yeem § iR 3R aR-
IR EF aTell fawerard &7, ﬁﬂﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁwaﬁmaﬁ%‘%

A Look Out Circular (LOC) is an alert issued to immigration checkpoints in India to prevent a
person from leaving the country or to monitor their arrival/departure when they are wanted for
investigation, court matters, or security concerns.

Issuing Authorities

¢ Union Ministries (especially MHA)

e CBI ED, NIA, DRI

e Police (State/UT)

e Other authorised law-enforcement agencies

When is LOC issued?

e When a person is wanted in a criminal case

e When someone attempts to evade arrest

e In cases of economic offences, fraud, bank defaults

e  When required to secure the presence of the accused for investigation
e In matters involving national security or sensitive intelligence inputs

What does LOC do?

e Alerts immigration officers at all airports, seaports, and borders
e Permits authorities to detain, stop, or inform the issuing agency when the person tries to
travel abroad

e Does not require the person to be already declared an offender by court
e A Blue Corner Notice is issued by INTERPOL to collect additional information about a
person’s identity, location, or activities in relation to a crime.

Purpose

e Not for arrest
e Not for extradition
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e Itis purely for information-gathering and tracking movements internationally
Issued By

e Any member country can request it
e INTERPOL circulates the notice to all 196 member countries

What Blue Notice Does
* Helps identify or confirm:
— Where the person is currently located
— Their travel routes
— Their criminal associations
* Assists countries in ongoing investigations

Difference from Other INTERPOL Notices

* Red Notice — To locate and provisionally arrest for extradition
* Blue Notice — Only to collect information, trace, monitor

* Yellow Notice — Locate missing persons

* Black Notice — Unidentified bodies

SURYAKIRAN-XIX: India-Nepal Army

exercise concludes in Uttarakhand
{GS Il: IR: India-Nepal _§

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The India-Nepal joint mili-
tary exercise, SURYAKI-
RAN-XIX, concluded at
Pithoragarh in Uttarak-
hand on Tuesday.

Marking the end of the
intensive combined train-
ing cycle, the Directors-
General of Military Opera-
tions (DGMOs) of the In-
dian and Nepal Armies
jointly witnessed and vali-
dated a two-day battalion-
level validation exercise at
the Foreign Training Node
in Pithoragarh.

The Indian Army said
the validation phase show-
cased joint tactics, tech-
niques and procedures for
counter-terrorism opera-
tions mandated under

DGMO Lieutenant General Manish Luthra along with DGMO of Nepal
Army, Major General Anup Jung Thapa. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Chapter VII of the UN
Charter.

The drills featured a
suite of cutting-edge tech-
nologies, including ISR (in-
telligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance) and

precision-targeting drones,
advanced day/night wea-
pon sights, Al-enabled sur-
veillance feeds, unmanned
operational and logistics
platforms, and secure bat-
tlefield communication

systems. The exercise un-
derscored seamless inte-
roperability, synchronised
mission planning and coor-
dinated execution of com-
bined tactical operations
in a counter-terrorism en-
vironment across batta-
lion, company and small-
team levels. Troops carried
out intelligence-based sur-
gical missions in complex
terrain, employing aerial
insertion methods to
strengthen rapid-response
capability.

Reinforcing ties

As a mark of this enduring
partnership, the DGMOs
jointly planted a Tree of
Friendship, reaffirming the
timeless bonds and strateg-
ic cooperation between In-
dia and Nepal.

SURYAKIRAN-XIX: India-Nepal Army exercise concludes in Uttarakhand
SURYAKIRAN-XIX: HRA-AUTA JAT 34N ITRIES H T
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SURYAKIRAN-XIX: India-Nepal Army exercise concludes in Uttarakhand
SURYAKIRAN-XIX: HRA-UTe JT S0 STRIES H T

The India-Nepal joint military exercise, SURYAKIRAN-XIX, concluded at Pithoragarh in
Uttarakhand on Tuesday.

YRA-UT BT TG I 31T SURYAKIRAN-XIX HAAR &1 STRIGS & fUURTIG & wes
g3l

Marking the end of the intensive combined training cycle, the Directors-General of Military
Operations (DGMOs) of the Indian and Nepal Armies jointly witnessed and validated a two-
day battalion-level validation exercise at the Foreign Training Node in Pithoragarh.

e Ygad UTRIE0T sk o) T &I fRIfgd #Ra §T HRA 3R AUTd &t I13ff & DGMOs =
%M%@&ﬂmw%ﬁﬁmm-muwawﬁmwﬁm
TIOTd fasa

The Indian Army said the validation phase showcased joint tactics, techniques and
procedures for counter-terrorism operations mandated under Chapter VIl of the UN Charter.
YR W1 A g1 b A=ar @Ro1 § Tgad YUHifadl, dab-ie! SR ufehanstt & veffd foar mar
ST UN Charter & S{& VIl & T8d dddre-re St & fog sifard €1

The drills featured a suite of cutting-edge technologies, including ISR (intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance) and precision-targeting drones, advanced day/night
weapon sights, Al-enabled surveillance feeds, unmanned operational and logistics platforms,
and secure battlefield communication systems.

f$a o sraneyfe de-iid! &1 Uh IHg Uarid fdar 71, forid ISR (intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance) 3R precision-targeting Eﬁ:{ J9d fGARTd 8RR 2P, Al-enabled
AR wie, AreRfed Yarem 3R affoiRedd WewhiH, auT QR battlefield communication
systems RIEGR

The exercise underscored seamless interoperability, synchronised mission planning and
coordinated execution of combined tactical operations in a counter-terrorism environment
across battalion, company and small-team levels.

3T 7 FETferdH, Ul 3R B & TR WR Mdbdrg-14} Irararur & Ggad I it
! TS interoperability, AT =M AoHT 3R Tgad fAsTe W ok fear

Troops carried out intelligence-based surgical missions in complex terrain, employing aerial
insertion methods to strengthen rapid-response capability.

Sifed YurT & ST 3 Giear-3menid surgical R Farfed fHu ok dw-ufafsar emdr o
TSIgd B & foIe garg gaw faferdt &1 I fasa|

Reinforcing ties

LK)

<ff D Holgd BT

As a mark of this enduring partnership, the DGMOs jointly planted a Tree of Friendship,
reaffirming the timeless bonds and strategic cooperation between India and Nepal.

9 R URIGR] & Udid & U H, DGMOs = ¥Jdd ¥J ¥ Tree of Friendship TN, S
YR 3R AT & o Brafdiid Jael 3R Wi JgaiT &t g: gfY e gl
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Questions and Answers to the previous QuiZz

day’s daily quiz: 1. THe Genocide Convention

was adopted by the United Nations General Genocide Convention (Adopted on 9
Assembly (UNGA) on this date. Ans: December December 1948)

9, 1948
2. The Convention entered into force and

became legally effective on this date. Ans: United Nations Genocide Convention (Adoption
January 12, 1951 Date: 9 December 1948)

3. Number of states which are party to the

Convention. Ans: 153 state parties * The Convention on the Prevention and

4. The four types of groups protected under the Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
' commonly known as the Genocide Convention,

Convention’s definition of ‘genocicle”. Ams: was adopted by the United Nations General
National, ethnic, racial, or religious groups Assembly (UNGA) on 9 December 1948.

5. Does the Genocide Convention recognise * It became the first human rights treaty adopted
cultural genocide or political genocide in its by the UN in the post—-World War Il era, reflecting a
definition of genocide? Ans: No global determination to prevent atrocities like those

committed during the Holocaust.
» The Convention entered into force on 12
January 1951 after sufficient ratifications.

Visual: Identify the man. Ans: Raphael
Lemkin. He was a Polish-Jewish lawyer
who invented the term ‘genocide’. He was
the key advocate whose efforts pushed the - The Holocaust (1933-1945), during which

UN to adopt the Genocide Convention millions of Jews and other groups were
Early Birds: Tito Shiladitya| Haridas Pal| exterminated, created a global demand for legal
Jagrati Shukla| Nitin Das| Sadhan Panda frameworks preventing such crimes.

* The term “genocide” was coined in 1944 by
Raphael Lemkin, a Polish-dewish legal scholar.
* Lemkin campaigned extensively at the United Nations to push member states to legally define and
prohibit genocide.
* As a result of this advocacy, the UN adopted the Convention in 1948, just one day before the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (10 December 1948).

THE HAGUE ICC sentences Sudanese militia leader to 20
ICC sentences Sudanese militia years imprisonment

= Icc 3 geI fAfafRmar At &t 20 9@ ot o
leader to 20 years imprisonment el s

¢ Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman, a leader of the
feared Sudanese Janjaweed militia, sentenced to 20
years imprisonment on Tuesday for war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed in the catastrophic
conflict in Darfur more than two decades ago.
Muhammad Ali Abd—Al-Rahman, Sl 43198 gSHt
Janjaweed militia &1 <dT g, 1 20 TS P S B Toll
TR TS, HTAdR &1, SRYR § &l G| U 31fis I94
e UEd gU IAAer) dud A gg SRty 3R HHadT &

% fgaTe sroRTe & fe|

Judges at the International Criminal Court sentenced 76-year-old Ali
Muhammad Ali Abd-Al-Rahman, a leader of the feared Sudanese
Janjaweed militia, to 20 years imprisonment on Tuesday for war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in the catastrophic
conflict in Darfur more than two decades ago. AP

\ GS Paper I1I: Economy,
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1. | Lessons from recent transport crises

giferan uftag d@el | W

Lessons from recent transport crises

In October, trains to Bihar experienced immense rush. In December, the mass cancellation of Indigo flights led to stranded passengers and inflated prices. Low prices of

government services do not increase welfare unless accompanied by government investment, while deregulated prices only reduce welfare in the presence of monopolies

ECONOMIC NOTES

Rahul Menon

n the past couple of months, India

has witnessed its transport

infrastructure come under massive

strain. In October and November,
trains to Bihar experienced immense
rush, owing to migrants travelling home
for Chhath Puja and the Bihar elections.
Travellers were forced to travel in
cramped and inhospitable conditions in
unreserved compartments due to the
paucity of trains. In December, the mass
cancellation of Indigo flights owing to
regulatory non-compliance led to
stranded passengers and inflated prices.

Both events can be used to explain the

reaction of prices and the responses of
government and private players to
demand and supply shocks. But the
divergent behaviour of prices — and its
effects — in these cases indicate the
constraints imposed on welfare in a
neo-liberal economy. Low prices of
government services do not increase
welfare unless accompanied by significant
government investment, while
deregulated prices only reduce welfare in
the presence of monopolies.

Demand shock and Indian Railways
‘The sudden increase in demand for
Bihar-bound trains in October is a classic
indication of a demand shock. In the face
of a given supply, such an increase in
demand would lead to higher prices. If
prices remain fixed due to government
intervention, it would lead to an increase
in the number of travellers far beyond the
capacity of the trains. This led to
overcrowded trains and hazardous
travelling conditions. Standard economic
theory would state that prices need to rise
such that demand and supply are in
equilibrium. While this would lead to the
inability to travel for many, economic
efficiency would be achieved.

Critics point to this as the fundamental
issue with government services, where

Out of options: Passengers crowd at the platform as they arrive to board a train to their home town a
day after the Chhath Puja festival at a railway station in Patna on October 29. AFP

keeping prices low due to social
compulsions leads to excess demand of
services and rampant inefficiency. But
this criticism misses a fundamental
problem. It is true that low prices lead to
overcrowding, but the answer lies not in
raising prices, but ensuring an increase in
supply. Prices for certain services like
health, education and train travel must be
kept affordable for welfare, but at the
same time, there must be significant
investment by the state to expand access.

This is difficult to do in a neo-liberal
economy, which places strict constraints
on government intervention in the
economy. Limits are placed on the size of
the fiscal deficit, limiting government
investment. A route that increases
government spending while maintaining
the deficit is through raising resources by
wealth and income taxation of the top 1%.
As shown by Thomas Piketty and his

team, modest taxation of the top 1%
would be enough to raise a considerable
amount to strengthen the Indian welfare
state. This, however, would not be
acceptable to domestic and global capital.

Monopolies and grounded flights
The solution, as advanced by many, is
deregulation, and the entry of private
capital into the provision of services. The
logic goes that focusing on the profit
motive ensures an efficient match of
demand and supply, and investment in
search of profit will ensure the expansion
of services to all. However, the recent
crisis surrounding Indigo has shown the
shortcomings of this model.

The Indigo crisis is an example of a
supply shock. The withdrawal of flights in
the face of normal demand leads to price
increases, amplified by the
near-monopoly enjoyed by Indigo in

Lessons from recent transport crises

giferar uRae ddel | U

e India has witnessed its transport infrastructure come under massive strain in the past couple
of months.

U%d o TEHI & URA A 30T URas SawRa- & YRI Gard | 3M1d gU ¢l 8

¢ In October and November, trains to Bihar experienced immense rush owing to migrants

travelling home for Chhath Puja and the Bihar elections.

SR gATEl & forT R dies ard yaidt & SR f9gR S

3R TIR & T Tl

sk
gl oAt J HRY offs g TR
e Travellers were forced to travel in cramped and inhospitable conditions in unreserved
compartments due to the paucity of trains.
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Indian markets. The reduction in such a
large amount of supply meant huge price
increases for other flights and significant
consumer loss. Supply restrictions for one
firm in a market would not lead to such
massive market-wide disruptions if the
market was genuinely competitive.

Non-competitive pricing power was
highlighted as a key factor leading to the
rapid increase in inflation during former
U.S. President Joe Biden’s term, which
played a role in bringing Donald Trump to
power. The massive supply disruptions
brought about by lockdowns increased
costs, but were translated into a
cost-of-living crisis due to the presence of
significant monopolies. The argument for
flexible prices implicitly assumes a
competitive economy, which requires
government intervention to prevent the
rise of monopolies.

On the liberal economy
The two outcomes are not distinct but are
the consequences of a neo-liberal
economy that places restrictions on the
actions of the state but pushes for
deregulation of private activities. The
inability of the state to raise taxes and
increase spending leaves them with no
option but to keep prices low for essential
services and struggle with the increased
demand and the fallout from
overcrowding. The withdrawal of
regulation leads to the concentration of
capital and the rise of monopolies, a
feature of Indian markets today. Far from
ensuring consumer welfare, unregulated
private markets can lead to rising
monopolies which lower welfare and lead
to high prices, as seen in the case of
Indigo and the U.S. The two travel
disruptions may seem dissimilar, yet they
are both logical outcomes of an economic
model that prizes the private, and
downplays the importance of the public.
These massive disruptions will emerge
once more, if the underlying tendencies
towards monopolies and the degradation
of public services are not arrested.

Rahul Menon is associate professor at
O.P. Jindal Global University.

THE GIST

The sudden increase in
demand for Bihar-bound trains
in October is a classic
indication of a demand shock.
In the face of a given supply,
such an increase in demand
would lead to higher prices. If
prices remain fixed due to
government intervention, it
would lead to an increase in
the number of travellers far
beyond the capacity of the
trains.

v

The Indigo crisis is an example
of a supply shock. The
withdrawal of flights in the face
of normal demand leads to
price increases, amplified by
the near-monopoly enjoyed by
Indigo in Indian markets.

v

The two outcomes are not
distinct but are the outcomes
of a neo-liberal economy that
places restrictions on the
actions of the state but pushes
for deregulation of private
activities.
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Sl Bt HH P HRUT AE forT SRfErd fesat & 983 o iR SrgfauTee uRfRufadl & amn s
D! TR gu|

¢ |n December, the mass cancellation of Indigo flights owing to regulatory non-compliance led
to stranded passengers and inflated prices.

GO & M@ SFueH A 81 & HRU &7 ST & 9 U0 | 60T I IE
TN 3R R 96 Y|

e Both events explain price reactions and responses of government and private players to
demand-supply shocks.

S BeTY ART-3Mgfd Few! W Il o1 ufafehar 3R WHR g ol & o1 ufafeharai ot
RS el & |

e But the divergent behaviour of prices indicates constraints on welfare in a neo-liberal
economy.

Qfh B! o SHATT-3MTT] HAGR -Td-SGRATG SRIFARIT H HedT01 R T T Hfdsie B
RG]

e Low prices of government services do not increase welfare unless accompanied by significant
government investment.

IR Jarsit &1 HH B d9 b BTl Ta] Igil od db fob PR gRI T fawr = fsan
WIld|
e Deregulated prices reduce welfare in the presence of monopolies.

THIUPR &t U F A ar=-gad F1Ad Her & &8 BT ¢ |

www.patrioticias.in

Demand shock and Indian Railways

HIT BT SCHT 3R

The sudden increase in demand for Bihar-bound trains in October is a classic demand shock.

fageR B fogR oM arclt ¢l &1 i & 3aMd gf Ue FTRId TiT-3ieadhl 8

¢ In the face of a given supply, such increased demand would lead to higher prices.
R 3mgfd @t fRufa & Wit &1l g3 i PiAdl 7 i 1 HRU S|

o If prices remain fixed due to government intervention, it leads to excess travellers beyond
capacity.
fe BRI AT & RO BT (R I§ell &, dl T GBI & 4 % d¢ St |

e This led to overcrowded trains and hazardous travelling conditions.
8 o HisHIs | 1R TS 3R TET SRR 81 T |

¢ Standard econom|c theory states prices must rise to attain equmbrlum
AH® e RIGid Hedl ¢ [ Iga T H & (A4 DIl BT Se-T HaTD 5 |

¢ While this results in many being unable to travel, economic efficiency is achieved.
BTl SR 3 QT AT ] R U, QAT ST Gl e i 3|

e Critics argue that low prices in government services cause excess demand and inefficiency.
SHTAIED! BT qh & [ IRBRI YaTslt B HH DI HATAP AT 3R e Ual Xl gl

o But the criticism ignores a fundamental issue.
QAfehT T8 ST Uh e THT P TR It 3|

e Low prices do lead to overcrowding, but the solution lies in increasing supply, not prices.
ST RS 1S BT HRU S 2, A T MY 9er & 2, F1ud sgH A

e Prices for certain services like health, education, train travel must remain affordable for
welfare.
e, e SR S I St arsit &t 1 Hearr & forg fwrad Ye- el

o At the same time, there must be significant state investment to expand access.
TP 1Y &) Ugd 96 & ol 3T gRT Ui Fae S g |

e This is difficult in a neo-liberal economy with strict limits on government intervention.
9-IGRATC Srfaw 7, S5 AR 5wy R Fo Uldey §, I§ oA il o

o Limits on the fiscal deficit restrict government investment.

IR & W WBR & o o WHd Fcdl 5|

¢ One route to expand spending while maintaining the deficit is taxing the top 1%.

greT a0 U SR Td dgM &1 T diiwT M 1% IR 3R e 7|
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Thomas Piketty’s research shows modest taxation of the top 1% can raise significant
revenue.

AT et & ANy & IaT Iadm ¢ for 2 1% TR Al R armex Ht 7aied Iora e s
qH g
However, this would not be acceptable to domestic and global capital.

gIailie T8 ORe 3R dfiyep Yoit & fer wiieprd =gt g

Monopolies and grounded flights

IR T

The solution, as advanced by many, is deregulation, and the entry of private capital into the
provision of services.

®3 AN P IR T g A adT TuTe BT 3R Jarsit & &7 H Fsh gsht &1 yaw|

The logic goes that focusing on the profit motive ensures an efficient match of demand and
supply, and investment in search of profit will ensure the expansion of services to all.

% T8 © b aH W e Hid B 1 AT IR yfed &1 H=rat Irdored YA gian g, iR
AT 1 TRl | fosar T e Yaredt & AR o GRfgd |

However, the recent crisis surrounding Indigo has shown the shortcomings of this model.
BTl ST & ST gifern Yobe 39 AlSH B WITHAT Bl feardr g1

The Indigo crisis is an example of a supply shock.

e dave 3myfef Fed &1 TH Iaev g

The withdrawal of flights in the face of normal demand leads to price increases, amplified by
the near-monopoly enjoyed by Indigo in Indian markets.

YT AT & S SSHI Bt Al J S §¢ Sl 8, For R SR § 33T & Ty
TSP 7 3R JeT fear|

The reduction in such a large amount of supply meant huge price increases for other flights
and significant consumer loss.

3Mgfet A 3ot ST HHt B BRUT 3T IS & fE T UK g 3R Iusaarait &l 981 T
g3l

Supply restrictions for one firm would not lead to such market-wide disruptions if the market
was genuinely competitive.

;ﬁﬁwwﬁﬁwﬁ@mﬁwﬁﬁm%%u@wﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ
|

Non-competitive pricing power was highlighted as a key factor leading to rapid inflation during
former U.S. President Joe Biden’s term, contributing to Donald Trump’s rise.

i STgST & BRIBIA H o GERWITA BT U T SR IR-yfaeaef wer Fefor wifd o,
R SIHITeS €9 & JIUR H e faar|

The massive supply disruptions brought by lockdowns increased costs but tumed into a cost-
of-living crisis due to significant monopolies.

Alh e I Iad YR SMYfel Srensit 5 T da1s, A o THIRIBRI &1 U & BRI
g SiaH-g19+ Hehe & T

The argument for flexible prices assumes a competitive economy requiring government
intervention to prevent monopolies.

el BT BT ddb Teb Ufaeuelf srfeqari AT 8, e folt WeR o1 g%y ThIftredrR
AP & Y I 3|

On the liberal economy

fHawT R

The two outcomes are not distinct but are consequences of a neo-liberal economy that
restricts the state and pushes for deregulation of private activity.

J g uRume 3ienT el sfceh T9-3eRaTd! rfeaawRIT & URUITH €, S I B1 &Harsl Bl
Tiftrd B & 3R et nfafafidt & R as-3eH &) serar i 31

The inability of the state to raise taxes and increase spending forces it to keep prices low for
essential services and struggle with excess demand and overcrowding.
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IS0 B PR TG 3R T T B 3&HdT I AT Jarsit & o HIHd HH [aq iR
AfYE AT g i BT THAT B & o AoleR Rl B

o The withdrawal of regulation leads to concentration of capital and the rise of monopolies, a
feature of Indian markets today.
TR geM 9 Yol 31 YHEU IR THMISR Fgd 8, S 3T YR & SIoIR] B T oA
faRiwar g1

e Unregulated private markets can lead to rising monopolies which lower welfare and cause
high prices, as seen with Indigo and the U.S.

31 e e Foft S9R Sgd TPITUSRY &1 BRI §-d 8, S Hedlvl 6! UeTd g 3R HiHd
Fea ©, orT T R oiR sReT & a1 |

e The two travel disruptions may seem different, yet both are outcomes of an economic model
that prizes the private and downplays the public.

ST T Ay YA 3T o, TR gl U anffer ATed & uRumd € St el &3 o) urifirear
A1 3R Yoo &3 B HH Hed ST 2|

o These massive disruptions will re-emerge if tendencies towards monopolies and degradation
of public services are not arrested.

u&mﬁwﬁﬁmaﬁwmﬁmﬁaswﬁqﬁmwﬁ@a@mwm
I
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Aditya-L1 joins global effort revealing why
the 2024 solar storm behaved unusually

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

India’s first solar observa-
tory Aditya-Ll, along with
six U.S. satellites, in a ma-
jor breakthrough, has re-
vealed why the May 2024
solar storm also known as
Gannon'’s storm behaved
s0 unusually.

The solar storm is com-
posed of a series of giant
explosions on the Sun,
called coronal mass ejec-
tions (CMEs). CMEs are like
massive bubbles of hot gas
and magnetic energy
thrown out from the Sun
into space. When these
bubbles hit Earth, they can
shake our planet’s magnet-
ic shield and cause serious
trouble for satellites, com-
munication systems, GPS,

The images of the Sun captured
by Aditya-L1 during May solar
storm, released by the ISRO.

and even power grids.
According to the Indian
Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO), during the May
2024 solar storm, the Sun’s
magnetic fields, which are
like twisted ropes inside a
solar storm, were breaking

and rejoining within the
storm.

“Usually, a CME carries
a twisted “magnetic rope”
that interacts with Earth’s
magnetic shield as it ap-
proaches Earth. But this
time, two CMEs collided in
space and squeezed each
other so firmly that the
magnetic field lines inside
one of them snapped and
rejoined in new ways, a
process called magnetic re-
connection,” ISRO said. It
added that this sudden re-
versal of the magnetic field
made the storm’s impact
stronger than expected.

“At the heart of this dis-
covery is India’s first solar
observatory,  Aditya-Ll,
which joined forces with
six U.S. satellites (NASA’s
Wind, ACE, THEMIS-C,

STEREO-A, MMS, and NA-
SA-NOAA joint mission
DSCOVR),” the ISRO said.

“Thanks to precise mag-
netic field measurements
from India’s Aditya-L1 mis-
sion, scientists were able to
map this reconnection re-
gion. They found that the
area where the CME’s mag-
netic field was tearing and
reconnecting was enor-
mous — about 1.3 million
km across, i.e., nearly 100
times the size of Earth. It
was the first time such a
giant magnetic breakup
and rejoining had ever
been seen inside a CME,” it
added.

This discovery is expect-
ed to enhance the under-
standing of how solar
storms evolve as they tra-
vel from the Sun to Earth.

Aditya-L1 joins global effort revealing why the 2024 solar storm behaved

unusually

3Tfee-uat afyye wam & =fra gon, fore saran i 2024 $1 IR qwE
SRIHT ©U 9 R HATER B T8l AT

e Aditya-L1 joins global effort revealing why the 2024 solar storm behaved unusually

3fe-TeT1
agR fbar

A TR <A g oM Sar i3 2024 & WR 6T 3 SRR ¥0 4 F¥

¢ India’s first solar observatory Aditya-L1, along with six U.S. satellites, in a major
breakthrough, has revealed why the May 2024solar storm also known as Gannon’s storm
behaved so unusually.

YRA $T Ugdl TR IURMET E-Ta1, B8 MRS IWIEI & Y, Th o9
S TwhadT &, T8 Tdl T fos 1% 2024 FT IR W, o
199 BT T 1} g1 ST 8, ST SRITERT )Y 7|

e The solar storm is composed of a series of giant explosions on the Sun, called coronal mass
ejections (CMEs). CMEs are like massive bubbles of hot gas and magnetic energy
thrown out from the Sun into space. When these bubbles hit Earth, they can shake our
planet’'s magnetic shield and cause serious trouble for satellites, communication systems,
GPS, and even power grids.

g IR I g W 81 a1 o3 A fawmie! ¥ sd1 8,5 PRIId U $919=M (CMEs)
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H8l Wl 2| CMEs TH AG3IR aah1g Sofl & o8 Joigel o 81d & o g Jaiaier o thdp
21 o9 3 gaee Tt @ TaRIa 8,4l U8 SHR) Gt Bl ety Y& Tl b 3ol o € 3R
IWE!, TAR YUnferd, GPS, 3R Tgf e fb Utk gy & 7idR IHwmg ter ) 9 g
According to the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), during the May 2024 solar
storm, the Sun’s magnetic fields, which are like twisted ropes inside a solar storm, were
breaking and rejoining within the storm.

Sfaf¥el SIHUTT WIS (ISRO) F IUR, TS 2024 & MR W & aRH, T &
q,aai’%:? S IR P & Wi 7T g3 I BT G 8Id 8, QM P HIoR ge @ 3 3R R 3
s I

“Usually, a CME carries a twisted “magnetic rope”that interacts with Earth’s magnetic shield
as it approaches Earth. But this time, two CMEs collided in space and squeezed each other
so firmly that the magnetic field lines inside one of them snapped and rejoined in new ways, a
process called magnetic reconnection,” ISRO said. It added that this sudden reversal of the
magnetic field made the storm’s impact stronger than expected.

“3IAR TR, Th CME 30 1Y U &I §5 ‘I 1d I ATl © S Gedl o U 3MTd 99 gt
P YIDIY T & Y TUD Bl 8| A 39 SR, & CMEs 3fdRef H b1 T 3R Th-gaik
D 31 Hole! 9 Garl o 3780 ¥ Th & 3R B gabig @MU T2 T8 IR 75 ke 4 93 7T,
o MR Rpa= H-1 T@1 8, ISRO A HET| TRIT A SNST b Jabta & & 39 3aHH
I WM BT UG 30&T I JTel §¢ 11
“At the heart of this discovery is India’s first solar observatory Aditya-L1, which joined
forces with six U.S. satellites (NASA’s Wind, ACE, THEMIS-C, STEREO-A, MMS, and
NASA-NOAA joint mission DSCOVR),” the ISRO said.

TH TS & b5 H HRA B UG AR AU 3Mfed-Ta ¢, o o8 smRat Suus!
(NASA & Wind, ACE, THEMIS-C, STEREO-A, MMS, 3R NASA-NOAA & Tgad fieH

DSCOVR) & 1Y @& &M fd1,” ISRO A Fell
“Thanks to precise magnetic field measurements from India’s Aditya-L1 mission, scientists
were able to map this reconnection region. They found that the area where the CME’s
magnetic field was tearing and reconnecting was enormous — about 1.3 million km across,
i.e., nearly 100 times the size of Earth. It was the first time such a giant magnetic breakup

and rejoining had never been seen inside a CME,” it added.

“URT & SMTfeed-Ta FRA gR1 &1 712 9t o ia UG} & HRUT dF1e 39 Repa= &5 &1
AHfE 99 8 9% d gU1 S5 R i S8t CME T 9@ &1 e 38T AT 3R R 98 g1 T
IE &7 Sdd fa=mTet o1 — T 1.3 Farfers famdt, St & SR 1 U 100 AT ST 6
Gﬁs’gﬂmﬁu@?ﬁwmwﬂwﬂum 3R G: F&T fhet CME & iR <xam man” 3|

I

This discovery is expected to enhance the understanding of how solar storms evolve as they
travel from the Sun to Earth.

ggﬁawmﬁmaﬁ@ﬂa%%;ﬁ?mq&ﬁmﬂﬁmmmﬁm
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Q: Why can’t we see
well right after
entering a darker
room?
A: You're standing on
your balcony in the
noon sun. It’s bright.
After a moment, you step back into
your darker room, and for a few
moments, you’re unable to see clearly.
This is because your eyes need time to
adjust.

The eyes are made of three layers:
sclera and cornea, the pupil, and the
retina. The pupil is like a camera’s
aperture: by changing how much it
opens, it can say how much light
reaches the retina.

Light that’s too bright can damage
the retina, so in bright conditions, the
pupil shrinks. If the retina is damaged,
it can lead to blurry vision and, in
severe cases, permanent vision loss.

Conversely, in a dimmer room,
there’s not enough light, so the pupil
opens wider and the retina can sense
more light.

So when you suddenly enter the darker
room after having been outside in the
sun, your pupils are still small. They
need a few moments to widen, and
until they do, not enough light enters
the eye and vision is blurred. There is
another reason why things are not
immediately visible in the dark. The
retina contains rod cells and cone cells.
The rod cells sense brightness using a
light-sensitive protein called
rhodopsin. Bright light breaks down

Light that’s too bright can damage the retina.
BACILA VLAD/UNSPLASH

rhodopsin quickly and the rod cells
become inactive. When the eyes
adjust to the darkness, the protein’s
levels are building back up.

S. Adithya Jyothi is interning with The
Hindu

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

the retina, so in bright conditions, the pupil shrinks.

EIEHWWTQT

Why can’t we see well right
after entering a darker room?

3N Y # UdW Hd g1 gH
WY ¥ A Fbi 981 39 ura?

¢ A: You're standing on your balcony
in the noon sun. It’s bright.

A: 3TU GIUER BT 4O F 31t Sereh-T
R GS & 981 9gd Seen g |

o After a moment, you step back into
your darker room, and for a few
moments, you’re unable to see
clearly.

$S 5l Ud 916 9d 31T 30 3R HHR
o a9 31d §, A $S &0 b 31T Y
EU Y g1 ¢4 urd |

e This is because your eyes need time
to adjust. ]
U1 39T B & i sl i
DI AP HRA & ol oy A1fu |

e The eyes are made of three layers:
sclera and cornea, the pupil, and the
retina.

3 T wRall & S+ gl & iRt
3R pIf-rar, gaett, 3R e

e The pupil is like a camera’s
aperture: by changing how much it
opens, it can say how much light
reaches the retina.

gael IR & SHUR B aRE gl §: Tg
oI Gt & ISP SR WHT=
e 9 ugTan B

e Light that’s too bright can damage

AT 1 THUH T T 2, TR w1 A2 F et Rigps e 2

o |[f the retina is damaged, it can lead to blurry vision and, in severe cases, permanent vision

loss.

gfe e eifawra 8 o, d =P gl 8 godt 7 ok TR uRfRufadt o wurdt 2@ eifa ofi &

Tpat gl

o Conversely, in a dimmer room, there’s not enough light, so the pupil opens wider and the
retina can sense more light.

9% fqudid, o0 AR a1 HIR H USRS ST &, ST Yol ST Ga ot & 3R e
31T YpTRT TGUT HR UTdl & |
e So when you suddenly enter the darker room after having been outside in the sun, your pupils

are still small.

ST ST 3T U ¥ /e 3{ER HHR & 31 8, et gaferdr st +ft S g¥elt 81

o They need a few moments to widen, and until they do, not enough light enters the eye and

vision is blurred.

3% e 1 O 40T T €, 3R a9 de 3ifa H yaitd Ut et ugern, e =Y ¢jerel 8

S B

e There is another reason why things are not immediately visible in the dark.

SR F I TR feaTs 9 3 1 U 3R HRUI g
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e The retina contains rod cells and cone cells.
e ¥ e HISE 3R B HIRIE Bl 81
e The rod cells sense brightness using a light-sensitive protein called rhodopsin.
& BB ASHRIA AHG UHTRI-TaeT=Nd T B Heg I IS BT 3HT B 5|
o Bright light breaks down rhodopsin quickly and the rod cells become inactive.

S U1 ISR 1 dsil A ig el & 3R s i1y ffSha 81 ot €1

e 3T 3R P

Does Google’s Quantum
Echoes bring Q-day closer?

What was the Willow experiment? How does an RSA encryption work? Is Q-day on the horizon?

Priti Kumari

The story so far:

sing a 65-qubit Willow
superconducting processor,
Google researchers have

measured how quantum
information spreads and refocuses within
an entangled system. This technological
leap in quantum computing has been
called Quantum Echoes.

What was the experiment?

Unlike the 2019 Sycamore experiment,
which claimed “quantum supremacy” for
completing a random-number task faster
than any supercomputer, Quantum
Echoes was not a speed race but a test of
understanding. Scientists measured
out-of-time-order correlators (OTOC) —
tiny echoes that reveal how disturbances
travel through a network of qubits. The
method resembles giving a material a
microscopic “poke,” reversing time

evolution, an! istening for the returning

echo. The echo’s strength reveals how
quickly information disperses, offering
insight for chemistry, materials science,
and superconductivity. Despite its
scientific importance, the experiment
does not bring the world closer to
breaking encryption or to Q-day.

‘Harvest now, decrypt later’
Q-day refers to the day a
cryptographically relevant quantum
computer becomes powerful enough to
break public-key encryption. It would not
instantly expose all secrets, but any
encrypted data stored today could be
decoded later if intercepted now — a risk
known as “harvest now, decrypt later.”
Governments and researchers are
already preparing. The U.S. National
Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) has standardised new
post-quantum cryptography (PQC)
algorithms — CRYSTALS-Kyber for

encryption and Dilithium for digital
signatures. These rely on mathematical
problems that are believed to resist both
classical and quantum attacks.

Experts expect that machines capable
of breaking RSA-2048 will need millions of
logical qubits, which could take 5to 8
years to build (RSA-2048 is a commonly
used standard for public-key
cryptography). Until then, Q-day remains
a theoretical horizon. RSA encryption
works by multiplying two large prime
numbers to create an enormous product.
Multiplication is easy, but reversing it and
finding the original primes is so difficult
that even the fastest classical computers
would need billions of years to solve it.

h: that test P ies
Quantum computers operate under the
laws of quantum mechanics. Their
building blocks, called qubits, exploit
superposition, the ability to exist as both
0 and 1 simultaneously, and

entanglement, where qubits influence
each other instantly, even when far apart.
These features let quantum machines test
many possibilities at once rather than
sequentially. This aspect of existing in
multiple places at the same time powers
Shor’s algorithm, which converts the hard
task of factoring numbers into one of
finding repeating patterns, or periods, in
modular arithmetic. To expose those
patterns, the algorithm uses the Quantum
Fourier Transform (QFT), a tool that acts
like a detector of hidden rhythms within a
signal. Scaling this method to large RSA
numbers would let a quantum computer
find their prime factors exponentially
faster than classical machines.

Craig Gidney and Martin Ekera of
Google Research estimated in 2019 that
factoring a 2,048-bit RSA key would need
about 20 million physical qubits and eight
hours of computation. Current
processors, such as Google’s Willow and
IBM’s Condor, have only a few hundred
noisy qubits. A true fault-tolerant
quantum computer would require
millions of logical qubits, which are
stable, error-corrected versions capable
of long calculations. That scale remains
far beyond present technology.

Shor’s algorithm and encryption systems
In theory, Shor’s algorithm is a
computational tool designed to factor
large numbers efficiently. Its purpose is
mathematical and, eventually,

Does Google’s Quantum Echoes bring Q-day closer?
FT Google HT Quantum Echoes Q-day P 3R ST 1T 872

When the eyes adjust to the darkness, the protein’s levels are building back up.

PT B 2, 79 T N BT TR TR-IR Fe el |

cryptographic: it challenges the
foundations of today’s encryption
systems. Quantum Echoes is an
experiment in physics. Instead of solving
equations, it studies how quantum
information spreads and re-emerges
within entangled particles. While both
use quantum hardware, they serve very
different goals. Shor’s algorithm seeks
computational advantage; Quantum
Echoes seeks physical understanding.

So, the Willow experiment differs as its
results can be verified through repeated
measurements and signal-to-noise
analysis. It represents progress in
scientific reproducibility rather than in
cryptographic power. But experts caution
that some entities may already be storing
encrypted information today to decrypt
in the future. Regulators, including India’s
central bank, are urging organisations to
transition to quantum-safe systems before
the end of the decade.

How far is Q-Day?

Google’s Quantum Echoes does not bring
Q-day any closer. But it does mark a
scientific milestone in understanding
quantum behaviour. The experiment
shows that quantum processors can now
verify complex physical interactions
within entangled systems — a sign of
maturity in quantum science rather than
a cybersecurity threat.

Dr. Priti Kumari is a research analyst at an
international asset management company.

e Using a 65-qubit Willow superconducting processor, Google researchers have measured
how quantum information spreads and refocuses within an entangled system.

65-qubit Willow superconducting processor &I

2 o oicH GE1 Ue Il g3 Uumel & ik $ theard! ¢ 3R 5 3 Hied it 2
e This technological leap in quantum computing has been called Quantum Echoes.

HicH H[ET | $H ddh-1d! SN B! Quantum Echoes HET TR 5|

What was the experiment?

T T UT?

HRd §T, Google TMeawdralt = AT

¢ Unlike the 2019 Sycamore experiment, which claimed “quantum supremacy” for completing
a random-number task faster than any supercomputer, Quantum Echoes was not a speed
race but a test of understanding.

2019 Sycamore experiment & faudia, forem fomsdt oft JRPER ¥ dSit ¥ U random-

number

Sl JHS DT U&7 |
e Scientists measured out-of-time-order correlators (OTOC) — tiny echoes that reveal how
disturbances travel through a network of qubits.
[ 7 out-of-time-order correlators (OTOC) HMUT — BIC echoes SN fe@rd % fob aem™
qubits & cad T S T HA & |
o The method resembles giving a material a microscopic “poke,” reversing time evolution, and
listening for the returning echo.

EbTEfqu DX “quantum supremacy” I qldl f&a1 1, Quantum Echoes Tifd @t a_s' EH|
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?WWWﬁﬁﬁﬁ “poke” &, THI-[IHT B! JaleH, 3R dleq ardt echo Tﬁfﬁﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁ
I

e The echo’s strength reveals how quickly information disperses, offering insight for chemistry,
materials science, and superconductivity.

echo P! digdl aarcﬁ % f& -l frat St av_cl?ﬁ% oraa chemistry, materials science,
Gﬁ? superconductivity & ﬁﬂ S{El?f@ ﬁlﬂ?ﬂ%l

o Despite its scientific importance, the experiment does not bring the world closer to breaking
encryption or to Q-day.

3P 1P Hed & SIavig, I8 TNT encryption A1 a7 Q-day & B g Bl gl o S|

‘Harvest now, decrypt later’

e (Q-day refers to the day a cryptographically relevant quantum computer becomes powerful
enough to break public-key encryption.

Q-day 98 371 8 919 Us fhpiuifhes U & Te HicH $UeR public-key encryption dig—
o wifda=mett 81 SaT 81
e |t would not instantly expose all secrets, but any encrypted data stored today could be
decoded later if intercepted now — a risk known as “harvest now, decrypt later.”

T8 I Gl I8 IR 78] B, T 311oT Tued Bis o encrypted ST HiA® & decode
?EITGITW% gfe 39 31yt ey forar ST — SR “harvest now, decrypt later” &g SITdl
I
¢ Governments and researchers are already preparing.

WHR 3R AMeybdi Ted J TTR PR W@ B

e The U.S. NIST has standardised new post-quantum cryptography (PQC) algorithms —
CRYSTALS-Kyber for encryption and Dilithium for digital signatures.

U.S. NIST 7 T post-quantum cryptography (PQC) TAENRGH WW fbg g — T E
¥ filT CRYSTALS-Kyber 3R f$fSie gxiert & fo Dilithium |
o These rely on mathematical problems believed to resist both classical and quantum attacks.
ﬁﬁ@rnﬁﬁﬂnwsﬁuv W%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ%aﬁﬁww%%acbsmcal G?unantum gl
UHR & ghd! BT URRIY FHR qbet g |

o Experts expect machines capable of breaking RSA-2048 will need millions of logical
qubits, which could take 5 to 8 years to build.
Tt @1 AT § f RSA-2048 A & Ter A=Y &1 millions of logical qubits
ST g, 58 &1 & 5 & 8 9 a1 Al 5 |

o Until then, Q-day remains a theoretical horizon.
q9 9%, Q-day U9 T/ FHTGT &1 5=t ot 21

e RSA encryption works by multiplying two large prime numbers to create an enormous
product.
RSAQ@O‘UZFIE?IE@ prime numbers WWWWW product IIhR hTH Hdl %I

e Multiplication is easy, but reversing it and finding the original primes is so difficult that even
the fastest classical computers would need billions of years to solve it.

U 3T 8, Afd 38 IACH Jd prime numbers Tor H a1 HISTS gict & o Tad ool
classical B! BT 1 3T §A FRA | RN adf |

Machines that test multiple possibilities

P3 GUTTATSAT BT U&7 H3 areit 7=

e Quantum computers operate under the laws of quantum mechanics.
®IcH HIER quantum mechanics & foml & d8d B IRd B |

e Their building blocks, called qubits, exploit superposition, the ability to exist as both 0 and 1
simultaneously, and entanglement, where qubits influence each other instantly, even when far
apart.
3% 401 TS, f5= qubits 8T SIT §, superposition (T J1Y 0 3R 1 81 BT &HdT) 3R
entanglement (ST&1 qubits T3 TR 81 W+t G UH-gIR &I FHIIT B §) BT SUANT B g 1
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e These featurgs let quantum machines tegt many possibilities at once rgther than sequentially.
3 fORwaTt SicH Tl &) T 1Y P GHTGTSH BT 1801 B3 <l 8, Hifd wu J &1

e This aspect of existing in multiple places at the same time powers Shor’s algorithm, which
converts the hard task of factoring numbers into one of finding repeating patterns, or periods,
in modular arithmetic.

TP 1Y B3 RT3 § KT P T8 & Shor’s algorithm &) G il 8, S BidT Tl
Wﬁ?ﬂaﬁ$mﬁ modular arithmetic ﬁiﬁm\_ﬂﬁ?ﬂ@r T a1 periods TG & B
H 9ed < g |

o To expose those patterns, the algorithm uses the Quantum Fourier Transform (QFT), a tool
that acts like a detector of hidden rhythms within a signal.

£l Ue B! IR P P ﬁ“ﬂl e ‘I@'ﬁﬁ‘c{q Quantum Fourier Transform (QFT) Il I
R g, ot fobrdlt Tapdd & HiaR f3UT g @t o1 U TR aTd ST 1 dRE B Il ]

e Scaling this method to large RSA numbers would let a quantum computer find their prime
factors exponentially faster than classical machines.
39 fafd 1 98 RSA &A1 IR AR A I HicH SR classical T &I T H prime
factors @1 UMD ¥ I dolt I Wiel TE |

e Craig Gidney and Martin Ekera of Google Research estimated in 2019 that factoring a 2,048-
bit RSA key would need about 20 million physical qubits and eight hours of computation.
Google Research & Craig Gidney 3R Martin Ekera = 2019 & 3 @7 f& 2,048-bit
RSA key P factor B %ﬁ‘l’Q STHIT 20 million physical qubits 3R 3ITG °e & 7T Bt
31Tl I

e Current processors, such as Google’s Willow and IBM’s Condor, have only a few hundred
noisy qubits.

TR, S Google BT Willow 3R IBM ®T Condor, H %dd % I noisy qubits & |

e A true fault-tolerant quantum computer would require millions of logical qubits, which are

stable, error-corrected versions capable of long calculations.

Teh dRfde fault-tolerant ®icH HHER & T millions of logical qubits 1 3TaLgehd I,
S fRR 3MR error-corrected 810 & YT Talt UMY B Tehd & |
e That scale remains far beyond present technology.

I8 QYT gdAM deb-iic 4 §gd X B

Shor’s algorithm and encryption systems
Shor &1

e |n theory, Shor’s algorithm is a computational tool designed to factor large numbers efficiently.
J<ifdd TV, Shor HTTFNNGH T TSN & OGS FdbIem & AT T HIa TUHTHSG
UG g |

e lIts purpose is mathematical and, eventually, cryptographic: it challenges the foundations of
today’s encryption systems.

UDT 3R 3ida: fbprnfhes ft — g A & encryption systems aﬁgﬁm'c:ﬁ
I ST B

e Quantum Echoes is an experiment in physics.
Quantum Echoes Hifdab! &7 Tdh TR %I

e |nstead of solving equations, it studies how quantum information spreads and re-emerges
within entangled particles.

g THIBRUN 8 B P Tl TE SHTT BT ¢ o HicH YT 309 HUN H Y Thard! g 3R

fbﬂ ¥ gae gt g |

e While both use quantum hardware, they serve very different goals.
ST 2l BicH STEaTR BT AN 3 €, b I T Sgd e B

e Shor’s algorithm seeks computational advantage; Quantum Echoes seeks physical
understanding.
Shor ®T TENRGH TUHIS §6d 16T &; Quantum Echoes HIfi® TH a6l & |

e So, the Willow experiment differs as its results can be verified through repeated
measurements and signal-to-noise analysis.
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3G UBR, Willow TANT fie 8 Fiifes s TRumdl &Y IgTT T8 {1 37R signal-to-noise
analysis & H1EY ¥ JATUd a1 S b g |

» ltrepresents progress in scientific reproducibility rather than in cryptographic power.

Tg fpoifthe 2T &) oI A9 Tiedreddr | Wi &l ST B |
e But experts caution that some entities may already be storing encrypted information today to
decrypt in the future.

QA AR Aaratt 2d & fb T© TR 31T encrypted ST TURd B Thd! ¢ i Hiaw &
Bﬁdecryptmx_rﬂ%@l

e Regulators, including India’s central bank, are urging organisations to transition to quantum-
safe systems before the end of the decade.

YR & P 9 Jied Fams Ti1e- T 3RIE IR ] § [P <P & 3id T Ugd quantum-safe
systemsﬁa—c{aﬁaﬁl

How far is Q-Day?
Q-Day fFa-it gz 82

e Google’s Quantum Echoes does not bring Q-day any closer.
Google T Quantum Echoes Q-day &1 3R HRId o] dTdll

e Butit does mark a scientific milestone in understanding quantum behaviour.
Qi1 U8 HicH IER &I A H U He@qUf 9T+ Hid &1 TR g

e The experiment shows that quantum processors can now verify complex physical interactions
within entangled systems — a sign of maturity in quantum science rather than a cybersecurity
threat.

Ig TN feara | o icH TR oF Iash yonferdt & iR sifed wifde sia-fmarsit &1
T IR Gobd & — T8 HicH I B URUST BT TJobd B, 7 b JrgeR TR TR

GS Paper 111: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED 110 12 2025
1. | On environmental crises, UN calls for joint global efforts

ygiaRuiia Hee IR, UN = Tgad af¥e varal &1 g fan
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On environmental
crises, UN calls for

joint global efforts
GS Ill: Environment 3

Associated Press
NEW YORK

The world needs a new approach to environmen-
tal crises threatening the health of people and the
planet by adopting policies to jointly tackle cli-
mate change, biodiversity loss, land degradation
and pollution, according to a UN report released
on Tuesday.

Almost 300 scientists from 83 countries contri-
buted to this year’s report which was released
during the UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi,
Kenya.

Experts have warned that the world is nearing
a tipping point on climate change, species and
land loss and other harms. But efforts to address
those problems largely have been pursued
through individual agreements that haven’t made
nearly enough progress, they said.

Instead, they advocate an approach that in-
volves every area of government, the financial sec-
tor, industry and citizens and a circular economy
that recognises that natural resources are limited.

Emissions of heat-trapping greenhouse gases
reached a new high in 2024, despite decades of
negotiations between countries to curb emis-
sions. Scientists say climate change is contributing
to wilder weather extremes, including more in-
tense storms, drought, heat and wildfires.

Among other challenges: Up to 40% of land
area globally is degraded; more than 1 million
plant and animal species face extinction; and pol-
lution contributes to an estimated 9 million
deaths a year.

“It is not about saving the planet. The planet
will be orbiting the sun long after we’re gone,” cli-
mate scientist Katharine Hayhoe said. “The ques-
tion is, will there be a healthy, thriving human so-
ciety on that planet?”

35 PeTl

On environmental crises, UN calls for joint global
efforts

TgiaRoiiy Hee W, UN 7 Tgad e vl &1
g foan

e  The world needs a new
approach to environmental
crises threatening the health of
people and the planet by
adopting policies to jointly tackle
climate change, biodiversity
loss, land degradation and
pollution, according to a UN
report released on Tuesday.

fa% I Teh 75 efFDI0 Bt
IS AT 8 difes gafarufiy
de, Gﬁ?ﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬂg%ﬁ@ﬂﬁwu@m@% CARSEIRG]
fora ST 9o, S fog ifadl Su=TE S¢St §gdd U ¥ climate
change, biodiversity loss, land degradation MR pollution I
ﬁ@,ﬁw%wﬁaﬁUNWﬁWW|

e Almost 300 scientists from 83 countries contributed to this
year’s report which was released during the UN Environment
Assembly in Nairobi, Kenya.

TTHT 83 =N & 300 P! = 39 I 1 RUI A Ar1er faam, s
UN Environment Assembly, Nairobi, Kenya & éRH SIRT &t
TS|

. Experts have warned that the world is nearing a tipping
point on climate change, species and land loss and other
harms.

ﬁ-‘aﬂiﬁ el %ﬂﬁ;ﬁﬁ% & ﬁ"a’ climate change, species Gﬁ? land
loss 3R 3= JHUH & iU T tipping point & F114d § |

e But efforts to address those problems largely have been
pursued through individual agreements that haven’t made
nearly enough progress, they said.

o1 371 qHRATSH B 5 B b YN A FU ¥ individual
agreements & H1ETH @ﬁ?ﬁ Ry % ﬁlv—@;ﬁ T W :Tépf &I %

¢ Instead, they advocate an approach that involves every area of government, the financial
sector, industry and citizens and a circular economy that recognises that natural

resources are limited.

314% ENIeH 3 Udh EWUT BT 9T Ha %‘ﬁlﬂﬁﬁ 8?(5[ Rl E»Pf — government, financial
sector, industry 3R citizens, 3R U® circular economy \_rﬁtl's' UgdHdi % %W

Tqre difa g1

o Emissions of heat-trapping greenhouse gases reached a new high in 2024, despite
decades of negotiations between countries to curb emissions.

Heat-trapping greenhouse gases &I IS 2024 H T I TR W tIEVEI T, 9D dldv]q

P <=1 & o I DI HH B & T G| I FIdid gial Xg!|

e Scientists say climate change is contributing to wilder weather extremes, including more
intense storms, drought, heat and wildfires.
D! BT BT & [P climate change = wilder weather extremes @1 deldl faan % fored
3w dig storms, drought, heat Gﬁ? wildfires Qﬂﬁlﬂ%l

e Among other challenges: Up to 40% of land area globally is degraded; more than 1 million
plant and animal species face extinction; and pollution contributes to an estimated 9

million deaths a year.

3 At & 2 €: e YfA &F & THIHT 40% degraded ©; 1 fiferas & aif¥res wie

Page48

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3R U ot faqu 811 & FR IR §; 3R pollution 8X ITe rgHTfa 9 frfera=y w«t &
GNTEH a1 7|

e ‘It is not about saving the planet. The planet will be orbiting the sun long after we’re gone,”
climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe said.

Ug UE I g4 b IR A TEI 2| T8 AR Ta 9T & e i G P IRY 3R TRepHT R 87T,
Sefarg a¥1fe Katharine Hayhoe = %gT|

o “The question is, will there be a healthy, thriving human society on that planet?”

GS Paper 1I1: IS

TOPICS COVERED
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1. | 2,167 Maoist cadre surrendered in 2025: Minister to Lok Sabha

2025 ¥ 2,167 HISNarfeat 2 srarwdor fFam: o A Seaur  srerRt &t

2,167 Maoist cadre
surrendered in 2025:
Minister to Lok Sabha

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai in-
formed the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday that in 2025, se-
curity forces have facilitat-
ed the surrender of 2,167
Maoist cadre. The number
of such surrenders since
2019 stood at 5,571.

The Union Minister said
left-wing extremism relat-
ed violent incidents had
come down from a high of
1,936 in the year 2010 to
218 in 2025.

“Resultant deaths of ci-
vilians and security forces
have also come down from
the high of 1,005 in the
year 2010 by 91% to 93 in
the year 2025. From 2019,
1,106 Naxal cadres had
been killed and 7,311 arrest-
ed and 5,571 surrendered.
This shows that their ca-
pacity to engage with our
security forces is com-
pletely eroded. Therefore,
they have no option left ex-
cept to surrender with
weapons,” he said.

Tg fmmar g {5 37 QRen aal & 1y Jus o o1 &id1 it dRe JHE 81 71 8| S 39
g BRI & 1Y SMATHYY I & 3IATal HIs [ddbed Ta! 991 §,” 3611 Hell

In a written reply, he
said the resolute imple-
mentation of the National
Policy and Action Plan,
2015 had resulted in con-
sistent decline in violence
and constriction of geo-
graphical spread.

“LWE, which has been a
serious challenge to the in-
ternal security of the na-
tion, has been significantly
curbed in the recent times
and has been constricted
to only a few pockets.

The number of Naxal-af-
fected districts reduced
from 126 to 90 in April
2018, 70 in July 2021, 38 in
April 2024, 18 in April 2025
and only 11 in October 2025
with only three districts
now categorised as most
LWE affected.

However, to restrict CPI
(Maoist) to bounce back in
the areas recently taken
away from LWE influence,
27 districts have been kept
as ‘Legacy & Thrust Dis-
tricts’ under the scope of
Security Related Expendi-
ture Scheme,” the reply
said.

2,167 Maoist cadre surrendered in 2025:
Minister to Lok Sabha

2025 ¥ 2,167 HISNarfeal A rergHUUr
forar: w3t A Aea T A TFeRT &

¢ 2,167 Maoist cadre surrendered in 2025: Minister to
Lok Sabha
2,167 AT3{IaTet eR = 2025 H Sferadu fasar: w3
AHIHT H STHHRT &
¢ Union Minister of State for Home Nityanand Rai
informed the Lok Sabha on Tuesday that in 2025,
security forces have facilitated the surrender of 2,167
Maoist cadre.
&1 g Moy T fTHg I A TR Bl Al
" SHSRI &l fd 2025 W TR&T el A 2,167 HISAATS
P & AU Bt AT Y &
e The number of such surrenders since 2019 stood at
5,571.
2019 T 39 IRE & MMTIHUUT B TJT 5,571 T8 ¢ |
¢ The Union Minister said left-wing extremism related
violent incidents had come down from a high of 1,936
in the year 2010 to 218 in 2025.
FHelg vt 7 el f amdd Iuare @ Hafta ifae
geTd 2010 T 1,936 J UTHR 2025 T 218 B TS B
¢ “Resultant deaths of civilians and security forces
have also come down from the high of 1,005 in the
year 2010 by 91% to 93 in the year 2025.

3R ?\R&I’f@?ﬁﬁ resultant A1 ¢t 2010 &
1,005 T TThHR 2025 H 91% Bt HH! & J1Y 93 BT 71 &
e From 2019, 1,106 Naxal cadres had been killed and
7,311 arrested and 5,571 surrendered.
2019 F, 1,106 TRIA $T AR 7Y, 7,311 FIRER fHu
T 3R 5,571 9 ATergHYUT fHar|

¢ This shows that their capacity to engage with our
security forces is completely eroded. Therefore, they
have no option left except to surrender with weapons,”
he said.
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In a written reply, he said the resolute implementation of the National Policy and Action
Plan, 2015 had resulted in consistent decline in violence and constriction of geographical
spread.

T fiRad S H, 311 &8 & National Policy and Action Plan, 2015 & £gdTqdd®
HaH & URUMERY 391 # TR RTae 3R Hiiifers fawar o Ygpem gan gl

“LWE, which has been a serious challenge to the internal security of the nation, has been
significantly curbed in recent times and has been constricted to only a few pockets.

“LWE, ST 1§ 1 HiaRes Qe & forg tep iR A 81 7, 81 & 90g § Heayul &U 9
fYfd fasan T § iR 3@ had $3 & ab W gl

The number of Naxal-affected districts reduced from 126 to 90 in April 2018, 70 in July 2021,
38 in April 2024, 18 in April 2025 and only 11 in October 2025 with only three districts now
categorised as most LWE affected.

Faret THTiad fTat @t TR S 2018 T 126 T Ged 90, TS 2021 H 70, 3{0d 2024 T 38,
30 2025 T 18 3R 3R 2025 H Had 11 81 718, 0 I Faa & orat 3ra I 31fdres LWE
quIfad 9o & €|

However, to restrict CPI (Maoist) to bounce back in the areas recently taken away from LWE
influence, 27 districts have been kept as ‘Legacy & Thrust Districts’ under the scope of
Security Related Expenditure Scheme,” the reply said.

BTeTifep, BTeT € H LWE THTd | 82T U 851 H CPI (Maoist) ! U Tfthd 811 A e o forg,
27 fore &) Security Related Expenditure Scheme FH R o ‘Legacy & Thrust Districts’ &
U H @1, IR H el T4l
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